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Ducks 1 d IND 1 d s 8 privale, charitable, nos-profit i isation dedicated 1o the pr ion, ion, creation and maintennnce of
weiland habital in New Zealand, the propagation and comservation of Ihe cowatry’s rare waterfowl, and the advocacy of wetlands as 3 valuable natural resource. This is
schieved throngh six projects each with specific aims. These are: “Operation Paicke”, the reduction of the ibreatened status of the New Zealand brown teal throogh the relrase
of captive bred birds and wise habitsi management; “Operation Gretel”, (o increase the sumber of grey tesl in New Zealand (hrough the provision of suitable nesting habitat;
“Operation Whia", Ihe conservation of blue duck (hrough the release of captive bred birds 1o expand the species range; “Operation Brania™, to establish the Canada goose
in the North Island as 3 valuable recreationsl resource; “Operation Royal Swan”, the conservation of Mute Swun through the establishment of a captive breeding population;
snd “Operation Weilinds”, 1o preserve, crrale and manage welland areas (hrough direct funding, lechnical assistance and public education of wetland values. The scientific
sindy of wetlands and waterfow is also encouraged (hrough direct funding.

The organisation was foanded jn May 1974 by 2 group of wod i 4 by them in June 1975 ol Wellinglon, New Zealsad, Membership,
in four calegories, is opem (0 amyone who sspports the organisation’s objectives. Junior membership is $11.00 per anoum, Full membership is $17.50 per annum, Trade and
Spoasor membership i $55.00 per sanum, 3ad Life membership is $550.00. Membership carries with it  ssbscription to “Flight", the official quarterly publication of Ducks
Uslimited which corrently reaches 2000 members and (rieads concerned with fowl jon. Letlers, ipts and ph hs should be sddressed 1o the "
Editor, To asvere prompi delivery, members should send subscription renewals and changes of sddress 1o Nationsl Hesdquariers a1 PO Box 44-176, Lower Huil. Any views
expressed by contributors in “Flight™ are their own and do not il Ihose of Decks Unlimited (NT) I i
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Jim Campbell, President

he past three months have seen our
Tu_lganiution very busy with two

Chapters holding fund raising dinners
and adding a large amount to the linancial
future of Ducks Unlimited NZ.

The inaugural meeting of the Sinclair Wet
lands Management Commitiee, ably chaired
by Roger Sutton, and the formation of the
Orago Chaprer to be led by Lyall Nash, was
good news. They are fortunate to have the
base of the Sinclair Wetlainds Education
Centre, and 2 lot of work ready to be com-
pleted in the form of display ponds cte in
the Wetlands

Whakatane Chapter are ready to engage
themselves in several Habitat projects.

The visit of the American Ducks Unlimit-
ed excoutives ensured a very busy week for
D Grant Dumbell, and Alan and Di Wilks,
drivers of two
Wellington al tour guides, |
sincerely than people for hosting
our Ducks Unlimited parties en route; your
contribution s, I'm sure, a large siep
forward for Ducks Unlimited NZ, and a fur-
ther inspiration to all members

Qur visitors inspired enthusiasm with
every member they spoke with en route and
were very impressed with our achicvements
over the past 14 years

Dr Gramt Dumbell has been taking an in
depth survey of our mangement structure
the past month which should enable direc-
tors o plot a steady course in the future.

K"_ﬁ' Il

Proud breeder Melvin Pyke of Carterton Watches over his pair of blue ducks which will see

'Oy Whio® off to a good start.

His work on the recent bership
survey still needs returns to come in o
enable the survey to give guidelines as o
where our membership is based,

Grant spent an interesting day recently
with two mute swans reguired for launch
ing a new perfume for Vanderbilt Parfumes,
The result was an $800.00 donation for
Ducks Unlimited.

The purchase of the Pearce Wetlands on
the castern edge of Lake Wairarapa means
our need for more funding becomes impor-
tant. Glenys Hansen and Andy Tannock,
along with their respective enthusiastic
teams of volunteers, demonstrated the fund
raising potential of dinners to the extent of
some $11,000.00. We need more members,

Chapter dinners and plenty of habitt dol-
lars at this time. Please encourage a friend
1o join Ducks Unlimited over the festive
scason — the reward for New Zealand's
waterfowl will be tremendous.

I wish all members a happy [estive sca-
son and prosperous New Year.

New appointment by Ducks Unlimited

The Directors of Ducks Unlimited are
pleased 1o announce the appointment of Dr
Grant Dumbell as Executive Director as of
1 September 1988 Grant will be an a con-
tract basis, Ducks Unlimited has been fund-
ing Grant's PhD research on the brown real
which culminated in his graduation in May
of this year. He shifted 1o Wellington in 1979
from New Plymouth and swudied under
Professor Jack Garrick at Victoria Universi-
ty for four years, graduating with a BSc and
BSc (hons) degree with first class honours
in zoology. In 1983 Grant travelled overscas
for 14 manths to Europe and the UK dur-
ing which time he visited the Wildfow! Trust
at Slimbridge. On retwrn 1o New Zealand he
became interested in brown teal through the
influence of Dr Murray Williams of the
Department of Conservation and was suc-
cessful in gaining a NZ Wildlife Service post-
graduate scholarship which, together with
Tunding from Ducks Unlimited, resulted in
Grant tking his Doctorate as outlined
above. A long involvement with scouting
ended with the completion of the Queen

Scouts Award, and as well Grant is 2 mem-
ber of OSNZ and RF&BPS.

Grant has rep 1 Ducks Unlimited
atinternational conferences in the USA and
Canada where he presented papers, and as
well he has had material published in New
Zealand and overseas on brown teal.
Practical work experience has involved time
spent with the NZ Wildlife Service on Maud
Island, Codfish Island, Stewart Island and
Farewell Spit, as well as brown teal research
in Northland and on Great Barrier Island.

The decision to support Grant is seen by
the Directors as a significant stage in the
progress of the organisation and he will add
immeasurably 1o the pool of expertise and
experience that exists already within Ducks
Unlimited. The rescarch programme on
brown teal will be able o carry on, despite
that fact that budgetary considerations
preclude the involvement of the Depart-
ment of Conservation. As well, Grant will
be involved in the new blue duck recoverny
programme, in mising COrporate sponsor-
ship (he has already coordinted the

Grant Dumbell

“"Vanderbilt Swans”’ promouon — see DU
News) and specific excutive duties. Grant
can be contacted on Auckland (09) 607396
or by writing to him at PO Box 44-176,
Lower Huut. "
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The happy group with the two win

-

as bired by DU, for the trip and ably drivon by Ala

and Grant Dumbeil

Ducks Unlimited'’s International Visitors

By Grant Dumbell

|

Fora week in September, Ducks Unlimit-
ed hosted five couples from our sister or
ganisations in America and Canada, and with
the help of many members and friends
throughout the country we were able to
show them much of our work in New
Zealund. The trip began on Saturday 10 Sep-
tember when Hazard and Gina Campbell ar
rived (rom Buffalo in upstate New York
Duncan and Margaret Sinclair, and Herb and

— -

Jeanete Kebbel arrived carly on Sunday
marning from Aylmer, Ontario Hazard 15
currently Chairman of the Board of Ducks
Unlimited Inc., while Duncan is President
of Ducks Unlimited Canada. and Herh is the
Provincial Chairman for Ontario

Over the weekend Jim Camphell, who
wis in Auckland was able o greet the ar
rivals and present everyone with a tradition
al New Zealand swanndr. These were
kindly donated by Swanndr and embroi
dered with the Ducks Unlimited (N,

| Our Patron Lady [wana laac bosts ine everseas visitors at ber bome at Peacock Springs in
| (hrsichurch

ed to shaking jetlag and exploring some of
Auckland's sights.

The programmed itinerary began on
Monday when Fred and Sue Bailey hosted
the visitors for a dav on the Hauraki Gulf
aboard their boat "MV Broadbill”. Alan and
Di Wilks also joined the party on Monday,
Alan as second minibus driver, in prepara.
tion for the trip south.

Stew and Pat Morrison finally arrived on
Tuesday moming after being delayed by the
International Dateline, and we caught up
with Stephen and Susan Denkers, from
Ogden Uah, on Tuesday evening in
Rotorua. Stew is the Executive Vice Presic
dent of Ducks Unlimited Canada, and is
basedd at the National Headquariers in
Winnipeg, while Stephen is 2 Regional Vice
President for Ducks Unlimited Inc in the
Pacific Flyway

The first stop out of Auckland was m
Tony Flexman's 1o see his grey teal nest box
project, then we went on to Dave McNeil's
at Tirau for lunch, After lunch we drove into
Ratoruad where we sampled a hangi and
were entertained by a Maori Concert Party
in the eveming

Steve and Sue Denkers had spent four
nights at Moose Lodge so they wok us back
there an Wednesday morning after we had
visited Rainbow Springs and Hell's Gate. lan
and Dawn Pirani then hosted a barbecue
lunch on their farm after which the after-
noon wias employed driving to Tokaanu,
with alternoon tea at the Broadlands Wild-
fowl Trust. The work of Dave Johnston and
Korman Marsh was featured in the last issue
of “Flight”. Here a brown teal gave us a
great display of aggression by removing 2
farge hillful of feathers from the back of a
mallard. We then drove on to Huka Falls,
then down o Tokaanu,

On Thursday morning Keith and Dulcie

4 FLIGHT

Harnenn bl seranged o morming's lislimg,
and a perleer day for o Twe trost wee
Fanbed for the funcly tble and Reith prosent
el Phaezard andd Herb with thar certilicanes
to record the event. The altermoen was then
spent dbrving o the Wairirapa with magnifi
cent views al the central mountains and the
Rangitikei river valley

I the Wairarapa, which wis just recover
ing from another Aood, the visitors were
Farm hosted with Ducks Unlimited members
for two night o coincide with the annoal
Ehetahuma Chaprer Dinner/Auction on
Fridiy night. During the day Kevin Camp
bell flew the visitors over Ducks Unlimired's
Lake Wairarapa projects. by hclicopter
hefore Hazard, Duncan and Jim Camphbell
were ierviewed for welevision aboun the
E40,000.00 chegue that was being present
wd o Ducks Unhimited (NZ), The alternoon
alsor included the Internaional Weskind and
Wiaterfow!l  Symposivm ot the Wildlife
Centre, which was auended by representa
tves of Ducks Unlimited, Depariment of
Conservation, QEH Navonal Trust, the
World Wildlite Fund and the Acclimansation
society, belore evervone  enjoved  the
dinnerauction during the evemng

On Saturckay we inspected Jim Campbell's
pemding: programme before driving through
o Wellington for an evening Might o Chinist
church, On Sunday morping we visited
Lady  Drana Issacc’s Peacock  Springs
property for u guided wur und luncheon,
before an el tour of thie conteal South is-
Ll We fMew o Dunedin via Lake Elles
mere, the  Camerbury  high  country,
MacKenzie Basin and Sinclair Wetlands

e presidents: Lot R D Dangan Sinclaer 1)1
Chairman of the Roard, .1

There we were hosted by Horrie who
received the cheque from Ducks Unlimited
Inc and Ducks Unlimited Canda on behalf
of Ducks Unlimuted (NZ). Hazard Camphell

Canada, Hazard K. Camphell

A, Jim Campbell, DUNZ

was also presented wath bis ke membership
certificate before we bid vur visitors fare
well at the end of 2 husy but thoroughly
cnjovable week =

Ducks Unlimited is a rapidly growing organisation
We would like Flight 1o reflect members interests and would request that you fill in and return the membership survey form

Membership Survey

Your name: _
If any details on your "Flight” address label are incorrect
please correct them and send it back to us.
Your age: Your occupation

2. Which ones?

1. Do you belong to any other conservation organisations?

[ Yes

] No

3. How long have you been a mi

ber of DU?

4. How did you find out about DU?
5. Are you a regular duck hunter?

[]Yes []No

6. If you receive complimentary copies of “Flight" do you still wish to receive them? [] Yes [] No

POST TO: DUCKS UNLIMITED. P.O. BOX 44-176 LOWER HUTT
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Pearce Wetlands

Ducks Unlimited has recently purchased
30 acres of wetland on the eastern shore of
Luke Wairarupa. The land is.on the actual
shoreline in front of the existing stopbank
and is a Nat featureless area of grassland that
floods regularly when the northwest wind
pushes the lake waters over it This area lies
direetly in front of the property of Mr Mark
Pearce and it is the last significant piece of
privately owned lake shore left. 1t is bounded
to the south by a line near the Opornua
splllway and to the north by a stopbank,
separating it from the property of Mr P
Moran, The area would have been complete
ly dried out by the proposed Polder scheme
which, for those who are not familiar withie,
proposed another stopbank or polder being
frmed further out in the lake 1o prevent the
lake water being blown across the land, thus
preserving more pasture. The ared now
comes under the umbrella of the forth-
coming Lake Wairarapa Conservation Order
initiated by the Acclimatisation Society
movement, and thus will always be pro-
tected. Most of the rest of the important
eastern lake shore is owned by the Depart-
ment of Conservation who maintain 3 waich-
ing brief on the lake, and it is fair to say that

“The land is a flat Jeatureless ared of grass

By Brendan Coe

the ar reasonably well secured as far as
habitat and the bird populations are con-
cemned. o why should Ducks Unlimited buy
ir?

This question has been put to me from
various guaners and when the full fets of the
matter are considered, as outlined here, 1
think the reasons will be obvious. Firstly, the
land was for sale. 1t had been put on the
market by Mr Pearce who no longer required
its ownership because the constam Nooding
aof the area precluded its use forall year round
grazing and also beciuse he wanted tosec it
preserved in perpetuity sanctuary for the
hirds. The Department of Conservation were
keeen to purchase the kand 1o put in place the
last major picce of the jigsaw puzzle thin
would have seen most of the vitl eastern
shoreling in their hands and this was 2
situation that was considered ideal by all
partics  concerned.  Unforunately  the
massive staffand budget cuts that rocked the
Department in September of 1958 put astop
to their plan w0 purchase. Enter Duocks
Unlimited

Having said that, let us consider some of
the features of the Pearce Wetlands that led
1o the decision 10 purchase. The first one that

land that floods regularly.”

the casual obscrver is s size, |
s have many members, looked ata fon
of wetlands all around New Zealind. From
Larm pnn(lﬁ, 1o lagoons aind river backwaters
1o the majestic Smclur Wetlands, and 1 can
el vou that arcis of wethind some 300 acres
in size are almost noneexistant e this
country, This aren we are discussing is one
of the higeest privitely owned areas left Thit
Ducks Unlimited were i the lorunare posi

tion 1o be able to consider purchise was seen
as a stroke of luck by the Dhrectors,

1e next consideration was the locmion
and the Pearce Wetkands is perfectly situated
from all view points, [is o the Noreh Island
and it was pereeived Tt imagor project wits
necded there. [t is close tou major city which
1s important for reasons of kand appreciation
values and ivis part, and the most importan
part, of the biggest shallow, lreshwater wet

land areain the North Island. Let me quote
from that definitive work " Habitat Require-
ments of Wetland Birds in the Lake Wairarapa
Wetlands™ by P Moore, C C Ogle, and K T
Moynihan; New Zeland Wildlife Service oc-
casional publication No. 5, published August
1984, This book wis given to me by Mr Lynn
Harris, Publicity Officer for the NZ Wildlife
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Serv in his office one day in 1985
Although grateful an the time, | never realised
the effect this book would have and the
dircctions it would lead 1o with regard 1o the
Wairarapi Wetlands. “Lake Wairarapa and its
adjacent wetlands form the largest wetland
complex in the southern hall of the North
tstand. " "The eastern shore of the Like is the
muost significant area for wildlife in terms af
both numbers and variety of birds.” These
oo statements indicate the impornance of
the lake and the eastern shore and they alone
are an indication of the value of the Pearce
property.

The current and prospective value of the
arca 15 worth discussing. Most wetlands in
New Zealand occur in rural areas and are
subject to the rural land valuation system.
There is no valuation system for natural areas
be they wetlands, rivers or mountains. This
means that wetlands have a low commercial
value when assesed as farmland, the corollary
of which is that they are not too expensive
o buy. As an interesting digression, wetlands
are one of the few nawral areas that can be
purchased. Mountains, rivers, stretches of
caastline and tracts of native bush are, with
some exceptions, mostly locked up or out of
reach of all hut the Government, but sswamps
can sl be bought cheaply. The  bird
populations of the Pearce Wetlands give the
lic 1o their real value. Here is the most
impressive and imporiant aspeet o this
magnificent area, [ will start with the wader
species. One of the most fragile of all hird
familics, waders need shallow areas that ebb
and fow regularly. They need wide open
spaces for security and they need short geass
swards for comfort. Some of our most rire
visitors occur on these wetlands. From
Siberia come the far-eastern curlews, the
sharp tailed sandpiper, greenshank (rare),
lesser vellowleps (rare) and the pectoral
sandpiper. In all thirteen species of Arctic
migrant waders occur at the lake, as well as
New Zealand and  vagrant waders, the
majority on the castern shore; the favoured

LEFT: (3

arca being “narth ol the Oporua spillway ™ —
The Pearce Wetlands. The rare black stilt has
heen sighted here and the pied stilt is there
in hundreds. Oyster catchers, gulls, spur-
winged plovers, all are commaon and together
with the rarer species they combine o make
their presence the most important feature of
the Pearce Wetlands,

One of the main populations of Canada
geese in the MNorth Island live on this
property. As readers will know, Ducks
Unlimited have a vested interest in the North
Istand population of these birds and the
several hundred that live here were an added
incentive when purchase wis being discus-
sed. We now come to the ducks. If there are
any areas in New Zealand where you can see
more ducks at any time of year, | do not
know of them. The amount of waterfowl s
staggering, especially on a windy  day,
Mallard are present in their thousands,
shoveler wheel across the face of the wind in
Nocks of fifteen of twenty, Grey teal Might the
area regularly in big numbers, grey ducks,
paradlise shelducks, hundreds of black swans,
literally thousands of birds, all concentrated
off the Pearce arca. They dont like the
western shoreline of Lake Wairarapa, it is too
deep. The same applies to Alsops Bay and ‘

Kumenga and the cutoff at the southern end.
The waterfowl population on Like Wairarapa
is concentrated fairly off the Pearce property.
1 will refer readers to the map “Figure 27
in the previously mentioned publication
which shows the lake divided into study
areus, 1t is appropriate to quote from the
hook by Moore, Ogle and Moynihan their
comments regarding waterfowl on the
Pearce propenty. "Shore section 5.4, north of
Oporva Floodway, was numerically the
mmaost important part of the wetlands in all
seasons except summer, when it owas
surpassed by the average count for 5.12,
western Allsops  Bay, because of large
numbers of paradise shellduck. In addition
1o high numbers of the commaon hlack swan
and mallard, 5.4 consistently had higher

Pied S A the Poarce Wtk
nadu Geese Wing their way oyt aj;rro thy (ke

This apeg g5 wry

numbers of the less common New Zealand
shoveler, grey teal, grey duck, paradise
shellduck, Canada goose and waders than
maost other parts of the wetlands, As for
waterfowl, waders were numerous in 5.3 but
particularly abundant in S.4, especially
during  winter.  Arctic migrant  waders
favoured this area and it also atracted most
species of resident and internally migrating
waders, creating a higher species-richness
than existed on ather parts of the shore.”
Why the Pearce wetlands are favoured by the
hirds is discussed in the book as follows,
“The fact that $.4 was so popular with most
zﬁﬂm of waterfowl and waders suggests
at this area has special qualities not found
clsewhere, The most visible feature is the
intricate mosaic of small pools on native url
Mats between long back-waters and waters of
the lake. This provides a much larger feeding
ared, particularly of shallow wading zones,
than in other areas where smoother turf Nats
meet water at a straighter interface.” Rare
plant species occur too and botanists state
that the known flora of the lake and wetlands
comprises 310 species, some rarc.

S0 there it is, the story of the Pearce
Wetland, The future for the area is now
doubly safeguarded and we will, with the co-
aperation of Mark Pearce, be conducting
organised visits for interested members at
various times. A management plan will also
be drawn up and a management committee
will be formed. Discussions with the National
Trust will also take place. We have appointed
Mark Pearce as Manager of the property on
a day to day basis and he will control the
grazing regime as well as oversee and care for
the area in general As with the Sinclair
Wetlands, it would make a magnificent arca
for waterfow! study and rescarch, so badly
lacking in this country ]

Ity for waders
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ALL IN THE CASE OF DUTY :
OR A HARD EARNED LESSON

Wil cats are amongst the most destruc-
tive predators of birdlife. The following is
an extract from a letter written to her grand-
father by the daughter of a cermin wildlife
runger (who wishes (o remain anonymous)
and illustrates the hazards of dealing with
such predators barehanded,

“The first thing is that Dad can’t write to
you any more, because his hand got bitten
by a cat. | bet you're wondering how Dad
gl bitten by a cat! Well, it's a long story,
a stary that every doctor on the Whangarei
Hospital Board probably knows by now. It
started with Dad skinning pOssums on a big
stope up ana hill. He saw s cat that he had
been after for ages, running down the slope
Of course, it was wild, so he figured he
wouldn't be able o catch it, even though
it was a danger to the brown teal. Then he
saw Mike on the ground directing him
towards a paich in the grass, screaming that
it was still there, Mike directed him right up
to the cat, and when he saw it he tore after

it untl he caught it halbway down the stope.
When he caught it he Gstencd s hands
around its neck, and it fastened its tecth o
Tis hand. After a long struggle of lile and
death he fnally strangled it There was o
catch 1o fvall, even though he prabably did
save some hrown teal ducklings, The carch
was that he got an infected hand from the
cat hite, hecause the cat bite went so decp,
So far he's gone to two hospitils already,
the Whangarei Hospital {where | was bornd
and a local surgery somewhere. His hand s
still very bad now, so he can't really do
much at the moment.”

The lesson was well taken as a later leter
from his wile shows;

“C shot anather wild cat widay, with his
left hand which 1 thought wis rither clever
He was checking a valley tor hrown teal
when Brock (his dog) scared this cat up a
tree — so it wasn't the drama of the firsy
event.”

]

[ Broadlands Wildfowl trust
: i1 the Last issue of Flight we fearured this
e, But this new panorma has come 1o
Yand ang is worlh publication. The planning
Al work of Mr Norman Marsh and Mr Dave
Jalnston is abwvious in _|I1r.' photograph and
represent hllmln_-_d.'- of Iln{l:r.'i wiork by !!r
Juhnson 1 particular. When the area’s
priging as 1 grassed paddck with a small

o8 gream are considered, the resule s ruly
| superh. -

Ttm and Marthew relaase two Birds onto their
new home

Reclaimed lagoon
in old river bed

Ducks Unlimited recently funded the
restoration of a 2.5 hectare lagoon in the
Narthern Wairariapa, The ares was original-
Iy draincd by a Carchment Board subsidy
and was well known for its grey duck
pupulation, Work was carried out using a
digger and a bulldozer and coordinated by
Ducks Unlimited Director Allan Ellion. m

GEESE RELEASE

A group of keen Ducks Unhmsted mem
bers came o the Wairarapa in Febnuary of
1988 to gather up some 50 voung Canada
geese The birds were the young from that
breeding season and the males were colour
coded blue on ther white face patch and
the fermales red. These bieds were taken and
released on dune bikes in the Norhern
Manawaru and the photographs show two
of the “gatherers” with two of the
“gatherees” going 1o the ke that s now
their new home

The reclatmed arca filling with warer
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weather service cuts worry

Damage from cyclones and starms may be
greater in fuwre because of cuts in the
weather  forecisung service,  says  the
metcarological Socicty. .

Meeting at the Agscape conference in
Havelock North, members of the society
cnndcmm‘nl restructuring, Cl._ll-hucks and
proposed sall  redundancies —at the
Meteoralogical Service, saying they would
Jesaed 1o a deteriontion i _{hc weather service,

This would give New andl fess advance
warning of weather disaster: such s Cyclone
ok, with more de \f-.mqung_:rfcc ts to life and
property, said the society in a statement.

Last month's Budget left the Meteorologi-
cul Service, part of the Ministry of Transport,
with 20 percent less funds _th;m last yiear.

Director John Hickman said cuts 1o staffing
and programmes were incvirable, .

The service's her phscn-umn
aetwork has shrunk by one-third over the
past four years s other  Government
departments  and - local hodies  have
withdewn observation services which were
previously free.

sMetcorological  Society  president Jim

il the closure of weather
tions at Whangarei, Tauranga
and Wl e put northern parts ol the
country at much greater risk from tropical
evile snes, And now it had been announced
hat ubserving stations operated by the

Adrwiays Corporation e
Mrr\;l::c lace the axe.
"This will compaund prebe "
expericnced through m-’: rarh::‘r::'ll:r::‘iz
ruductl_nn of the observing network an:d
proposed P!unlncl and stafling cuts ar the
.\11[\15[_!5; of Transport,' said 1 McCiregnr

society members urged the Gaverniment
to recognise that "an effective, cffi jent arie
adequately-funded com prehensive metcor
(:i11glcul Service is a national necessiy, '

Any reduction of the nation's weuther

services would be a gross error of judgment
;‘:;_:;:l very costly false cconomy,” members
said,

o the Metenrologjcal

Kotuku seen at Henley Lake

The sighting of a kotuku (White | leronjat
Masterton’s Henley Lake has excited bird.-
lovers,

The sighting, believed ta be the first, was
made by Masterton Ornithulogical Society
member Dr Tenick Dennison, ‘

Masterion Licensing Trust Board chairman
Mr Ricky Long told yesterday's mecting the
sighting had heightened interest in the Lake.

The potential for more and varied sojourns
by winged visitors may be realised following
the completion of the wetlands area of the
complex, Mr Long said.

The public will also have the chance w
view the birdlife population at Henley, with

The brown teal bolding Av

rat Jim Campbells.

the provision of hides throughout the wet-
lands area, and with the alternative raising
and lowering of levels between the lakes
croeating tidal feeding zones for the birds,
Feard member Steve Blakemore said.

Heth Ducks Unlimited and the wetlands
re making able contributions 1 the
fracions

The development of the full lake system s
pregeressing he said with bulldozers coming
It beyin another phase soon

Twenty different varieties of fawering
trees have heen planted

Ministers herald conservation
corps

Youth Affairs Minister Phil Goll and
Conservation Minster Helen Clark liunched
2 conservation corps with $2 .25 million for
pilot projects vesterday

The wvolunterr corgs, modelled on a
Califurnia scheme, was dosigned o give
people aged 16 10 24 a chance to carry out
conservation projects, the ministers said.

The carps waould be tested during six 1o
I2month pilit projects and  participants
would be paid a traiming allowance.

Organisations such as conservation, edu-
cation and recreation groups, local bodies,
government departments, Maori trusts and
companics would be expected o contribute

FOR_THE YEAM ENDED 11 MARCH 1388
FOil_TUHE YEAR ENODED 1L manc_L9E8
1988 7 1338 1987
| | N LESS EXPENDITURE
N 278
Subiscriptions ’;.LM 7 :::::erfﬂ;rcountnncy Fecn ,2 2:2 'rs,{:
T 1k Bank Fees and Credit Card Comnlssion |, 198 e
1491 Deprociation h,727 =
1,152 Duplicating and Printing 13,675 10,390
General Expensos 307 ign
—— = Interest = - l.izi ”;
TOTAL ‘SUASCHIFTIONS $13,874  $ik,092 Operatlon "'P:‘I’;:ﬂ" S« 20
S — “Branta” 2 2
n OTUEN 1NEEME 362 & i o 1
NivereLatng Inctme *F1LRRL ‘.,?.'[,SH s B3 L 15n)
ATM mnd Conference incami 20,408 “Hotlands" 12,235 B3
paemtiois it “Sincinlr Wetlenda" 18,357 9,909
Granis - - AGM and Conforence Expendlturs i, 801 12,207
.- GF e B = Trovelling Expensss - Bonrd Mectings B,uzy 10,559
| 155AC Wiiallfe Trust Open Dny 4 R Fostege 1,128 1,147
ingeroys H1 Tolls 1,756 1,012
st },Tnl!.‘”' e of other 11ons 217 Operatlons Research 800 =
Wnftle Incoms |._Hll o N
ot dhul o : TOTAL EXPENSES $92,538 359,525
TOTAL INCOME ""”_"” m'_"l i EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE 100,595 22,478
1
DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) INC
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
AS AT 31 MARCH 1988
Note 1388 1387
H H
CURRENT ASSETS
Bank 400 3,490
Investment Account 6,700 6,700
GST Recoverable 15,779 .
Debtors 25,000 26,654
Term Deposit 13,351 19,633
Stock - Books 1,130 1,300
- Other Items 4,175 4,358
565,535 862,135
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Sinclair Wetlands Bank Account 4y, 292 -
Sundry Creditor 26,291 1,965
Bank Loan (Secured) 70,000 -
140,583 1,565
WORKING CAPITAL/{DEFICIT) (75,048) 60,170
FIXED ASSETS 3 308,865 73,052
NET ASSETS 233,817 133,222
ACCUMULATED FUNDS AND RESERVES
Balance 1 April 60,222 37,744
Excess of Income over Expenditure 100,595 22,478
Balance 31 March 1988 160,817 60,222
Revaluation HReserve 73,000 73,000
$233,817 222
B ===
... Lot
Chairman g o f'd:‘{ ..... S R Treasurer .......... s e O S MRS
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Work ¢ould include tree-planting in
erosion scarred ires or on waste ground in
towny, fendng rauve forestand pest control.

But Opposition associate employment
spokesman Roger Maxwellsaid it wasd pitiful
response 1o the growing aumber of unem
ploved

With a funds ceiling of §2.25 million it
would cater fora maximum of a few hundred

people

Dinner for Ducks Unlimited

The Eketahuna  Chapter of  Ducks
Unlimited ruised 36000 for their wildlife
preservation cause st the innoal dinner held
at Selway Park Hotel.

Four thousand dollars came rom a call
auction of 3 wide variety of items and $ 2000
from a silent auction

Ten overseas guests were among the 150
people at the dinner

New bird protection role for
polder site

The lollowing newspaper article appeared
in the Wairarapa Times Age

A once-contentious  siip of workd-
recognised wetlands on the castern edge of
Lake Wairarapa has been saved as a home for
Direds.

Ducks Unlimited, a natonad waterfow! and
wethinds conservation group, has chinched
the purchase of 150 hectares of Lind once
intended for a massive stop-banking polder
scheme and reclaimed dairy farms

Largely because of the area’s high wildlife
value, the polder scheme was abandoned by
the Wairarapa Catchment Board three vears
ago

The national secretary of Ducks Unlimited,
Neil Hayes of Wellington, said today the
organisation paid $110,000 1o secure the land
from Kahutara farmer Mark Pearce

“'We clinched the deal after long negoti-
ations. The Department of Conservation had
an aption on it but pulled out and Mr Pearce
accepted our back-up offer,” he said

The wetlands, now to be known as the
Pearce wetlands, are recognised as one of the
hest of their type in the world

Mr Hayes said they are 2 sanctuary for
arctic waders which migrate in thousands

every northern hemisphere winter

Migratory birds from Siberia and many
Asian countries spend the New Zealand
summer months at the Pearce wetlands. The
species include the bar-taled podwit the
lesser knot, the sharp-tailed sandpiper and
the golden plover

“There are also a Large number of rire New
Zealand hirds there including the grey duck,
scaup, grey teal and Canada geese,” he said

The organisation will consult with other
major wildlife groups 1o produce amanage
ment plan for the Pearce wetlands

This will mvolve access for orithology
and research and an observation hide is wbe
built to give cler views aver the wetlands
which run for two kilometres along the Like
cilge

The wetlands purciiise was the fiest to be
made by Ducks Unlimited which is about to
Lwnch another  mationwide  Tundrasing
venture and membership drive

Ducks Unlimited already owns the workd-
renowned Sinclaic wetlands near Dunedin
hich s ranked in the world's 1o ten but this
was mited 1o the orgamsation four vears ago

The operations manager for the Wiirarapa
Catchment Board, Steve Blakemore, siid the
board welcomes the purchase by Ducks
Unlimited

Mr Blakemore said the polder scheme had
been abandoned and there was no conflict
whatever between  the board amd the
wetlands new owners.

In fact the board has a policy which
recognises the wildlifie in the arca and works
wwards helping in s prowction and
enhancement, he said.

Historically  Lake Wairarapa, said Mr
Blakemore, used w fluctuate between being
a dustbowl 1o a huge Mooded ares

This was in the davs before the lower
villey development scheme which mam
people now felr had improved the lake's
wildlife, he said

Ducks Unlimited ownership of the Pearce
wetlands should make the overall manage
ment of Lake Wairarapa a lintle casier, said Mr
Blakemore

Sponsorship for Royal Swan
Vanderhilt Parfums of Auckland have

recently sponsored Operation Roval Swan

with a donation of $800.00. They have also

beeome Sponsor Members ol Ducks U
fimited and have adopred 2 pair of mure
swans as the “Vinderbilt Swans”, Mark
Newcomb aceepted the cheque at the press
relewse of the new “Vanderhilt” frgrnce in
Aucklind.. The perfume featares a swan
mutiland Ducks Unlimited provided a pair
of miute swans for the function They spent
four lours i the White Heron Lodge swim.
ming poal, which ]151|J been suitably vepe
tated wth trees and ferns, as a backdrop for
the luncheon, helore being tmnsferred 1o
Charlie Money at Ruawaias part ol the breed
ing prrogranme

1988 DU National Raffle
Results

Wipmers of the 1985 natnonal raitfle, which
was drawn on Seplember 208, were as
follows

Pst o 1 EEL S 1anson Napiir

Ind Nocalsd it il Fpper Nt
Ard No SO Stagshinads Fpper Hutr

ath 2 LoShirley Tarmens THLC. Tokaany

Sty Nov AT2E Grey Gondon Dunedin
ath Novatos A Wilson Dunedin

Our congratulidons 1 these winners

Onee agiin the raflle proved very popular
with around 805 of the DU membership
huving 2 hook ol rflle tekes, The pross
neome was m':ul} SO0, with 3 net
income, for DU s wetland projects, of some
£7.000, Buth figures being arouncd $2.000 up
on the 1987 results, Our thanks w all
menbers (o their strong supportand thinks
1o Mark Newcomb, the rallle arganiscr, for
again porforming superh jab.

1t is expected that the 1989 rafle will again
promote wildlife an

Minutes of the 1988 Annual
Meeting

It has been decided that AGM minutes will
no longer be published in "Flight'. Any
member wishing to receive @ copy of the
1958 AGM minuies, prior 1o the 1989 AGM,
should write 10 Box 14-176, Lower Hutt.

1989 Annual Conference

The 1989 Annual Conference of Ducks
Unlimited (NZ) will be bield ot THE Tokaanu
over July Sth and 9th, 1989, There will be a

| A LIMITED EDITION OF 250 OF WHICH 50 ARE SIGNED BY THE ARTIST

]
1

ART _P RI NT A SUPERB ART PRINT IN COLOUR OF A PAIR OF

MALLARDS FROM THE ORIGINAL BY JANET MARSHALL

j SIGNED AND NUMBERED BY THE ARTIST ——— $85.00

S NUMBERED ONLY $49.00

Ny, 4 FpiSAl) ¢ i L i e Ay
|—F’lease send me a print{s) as indicated below |
| | SIGNED & NUMBERED $85.00 NUMBERED COPY $49.50 0
[ | enclose my chenue for § All prices include P&P |
| B | or charge [ Bankcavl 11 Visa (Tick one) '
I | CardMNo. L1 1 1 1 1 1 1 /) T o P (0 T | |
1 . S | Expiry Date / |
Send lo Glenys Hansen, R.D.3. Eketahuna _, | ﬁrg;zlure |
COirders accepled on plain paper or pholocopy |
| this advertisement i Aidr;ess_ _____________________ N
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The Reyal Swan profect bas been one of our
most suecessful

strict limit of 100 people for dinner and the
registration will be 850 per head. Members
are advised that the final date for registration
will be 31.5.89.

Predator Control

The FENN traps for stoat, ferret and rat
control have been selling well, DU still hasa
limited number of traps available — for $20
each: including GST & Post, from Box
44-176, Lower Hutt. In a future edition of
‘Flight' we will be publishing a comprehen-
sive run-down on the use of predator control
traps, and on the need to establish predator
control programmes in New Zealand,

Sinclair Wetlands Management
Plan

Copies of the Plan have also been selling
well and are still available for $20 per copy
from Box 44-176, Lower Hutt,

Progress at the Sinclair

Wetlands

During September a large lagoon was
created in front of the public viewing lounge
at the Sinclair Wetlands Educational Centre
and with a grain breakfast being provided by
Horrie Sinclair a considerable number of
waterfowl, of several species, have been
encouraged to use the lagoon. Work has also
started on the walkway 1o Lonely Island and
it is hoped that this will be finished carly in
1989. A viewing hide will then be erected on
Lonely Island. Work will also shortly begin
on the series of ponds which will eventually
hold the large collection of captive water-
fowl.

Good numbers of people are already visit
ing the centre and its future 45 a major WUrist

s

For friendly helpful service
with all your banking needs.

Westpac are proud to be Bankers
to Ducks Unlimited.

Wlestpac

We're here to help you.

A registered prospectus may be obrained from
any branch of Westpac Banking Corporation
in New Zealand.
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attraction is guaranteed; but there is still
much work to be done

Membership

Well known International Ornithologist
Mr Don Merton of Chatham Island blick
robin Fame has joined DU, as a sponsor
member and Dr Duncan Sinclair, President
of D, Canada has also joined as a life
member, The rencwal rate has been good
and litde resistance has been felt from the
increased membership fee for 1988/89. The
Otago Acclimatisation Society also sent $55
for a sponsor membership which was well
received by the Board

Operation Whio

As a result of the comprehensive Blue
Duck Management seminar held at the
National Wildlife Centre in April, the
Research Section of the Dept of Conservation
has produced a “Conservation Straegy for
Blue Duck ™, In booklet form, und compiled
by Dr Murray Williams, the strategy has set
down — Tl Reasons for Concern, National
Conservation Objectives, Components o
achieve National Objectives, Management
Procedures, Research Needs, plus aseries of
appendices, which cover, Field and Office
Record Cards (for survey work), Timing and
Techmigques of Surveys, Capture and Banding
Technigues, Criteria for Population Enhance-
ment, Criteria [or Choosing Site for Popu-
lation Enhancement, Suggestions (or Local
Population Enhancement, Biology of Blue
Duck, and Mlue Duck literature

Allin all a very well prepared document.

Of particular interest to DU and s
members is subsection 4 of the section on
Munagement Procedures, which covers:

“4. POPULATION ESTABLISHMENT

AND ENHANCEMENT

Purpose: — 1o atempt- enhancement of

some existing population iso-

lates and to attempt the estab-

lishment of new populations,

4A. Identifying Populations for En-
hancement and  Unoccupied

Habitat

Dyring the 1988-1992 period no active

enhancement or establishment is envis-

aged. Instead, this time period should be
devoted to necessary preparatory work
as suggested below.

Key Personnel:

— At regionalidistrict level, officers
designated responsible for blue duck
surveys and related blue duck man-
AgCmMent acuvities,

— Convenor, Blue Duck captive-
breeding group.

Principal Activities:

(1) Identify existing small populations suit-
able for enhancement or habitat suitable
for population establishment.

(2) Identify a source of birds for release [wild
birds may be translocated from an
existing healthy population within the
region, or captive-reared birds may be

released),

(3) Prepare alocal enhancement or establish-
ment plan in which all planned activities
are chronicled and costed (see Appendix
6 for guidelines). To provide inter-
regional liaison, such plans should be
available for perusal by Blue Duck Man-
agement Liaison Group,

L7

Arnndel,

Neil and Sylvia Heaves af the blue duck Aviar

Comments:

(1) Identity of populations suitable for en-
hancement or localities suitable for
population establishment are likely 1o be

derived from regionfdistrict — wide
surveys of blue duck distribution and
status

(2) Wild birds being considered for trans-
location should be from a large, viable
population that is subjected 10 regular
monitornng aside from those which are
part of the regional monitoring scheme.

(3) Captive-reared birds being considered for
release should come from breeders par
ticipating in the captive-breeding scheme
(see 4B below) and, where possible, he
progeny of birds derived from within or
adjacent to the watershed in which the
birds are to be released.

4B. Captive Breeding Programme
There is 3 need for 30 captive-reared
birds 1o be available annually by 1992 w

fuel initial enhancement/establishment
programmes

Key Personnel:

A "Captive Breeding Group' comprising:-
(i) three members of Ducks Unlimited,

one of whom shall be convenor and

shall be the DU nominee on the Blue

Duck Management Liaison Group,

and one of whom shall be a par-

ticipating breeder, and

Conservation Officer (Protected and

Endangered Species), PES Director-

ate, Dept of Conservation, Central

Office,

(ii

v et the Wil

Principal Activities:

(i) The Captive Breeding Group shall

(i} produce a captive-breeding plan o
the satisfaction of the blue duck
Management  Linison  Group in
which aimis of the programme and
captive management procedures are
outlined

(i} icdentify lability andior need for
breeding stock

(i) select and  supply  participating
breeders,

(iv) maintin 3 register which records
the urigin or parentage and breeding
perlormance of all birds in captivity,
In consuliation with the blue duck
Munagement Lizison Group initiate
release of 1990 and 1991 progeny
onlo @ selected river (o determine
survival of captive-reared birds in
the wild.

(vi) Through the blue duck Manage-
ment Liaison Group, muaintain a
liaison with all relevant regional
offices of DOC and, upon reguest,
arrange for birds o be supplied for
enhancement/establishment  pro-
grammies

Timetable:

— Captive Breeding Group established
immediately at discretion of Ducks
Unlimited.

— Captive breeding plan preparcd by
June 1989 and participating breeders
supplied with birds by that date,

— Trial release plan prepared by June
1990,

Comments: — funding of the activities of
the  Captive  Breeding
Group and of the costs
incurred by participating
breeders shall be by way of

(v
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sponsorship arranped
through Ducks Unlimited

The Steategy will be controfled by A hlue
Juck Management Liaison Group™ | in which
DU will have @ representative.

The Strategy really canks up the blue duck
preservation  progrEammein- - very
m,_--_mmg]'ul way and we ire sure that [B18
members will be as pleased as the DU
Directors W see this happening. From 4
captive breeding viewpoint we will need
sevenil more members o become involved
in the captive breeding of blue ducks. If you
are interested in joining the programme, and
are plL'p:irL'd o outhy Cﬁﬂ.‘«ld{.‘!’ﬂhll.‘ funds in
constructing the required design of aviary,

Jease drop Neil Hayes a note at Box 44-176,
Lower Hutt Ifanyone would like a1 xeroxed
copy of the "(,'nn.-_it:r\".tlmn S[r:n{ug?', please
send 810 10 Box 44-176. Aviary requirements
are being drawn up and we hope to publish
them in i forthcoming issue of “Flight'.
Blue Ducks in the UK

Whilst in the UK during Seprember, Neil
Iaves managed 1o catch up with the only
Ilue ducks outside NZ when he visited the
Wildfowl] Trust's centre at Arundel in Sussex.
The Trust had successfully reared one female
Jast season and had justintroduced her o the
spatre male that was on hand. Belore doing
his the Trust's Curtor, Andrew Dawny, had
clecided that the male should be removed
frevm his aviary and introduced o the female
on neutral territory, This has obviously
worked extremely well as the pair looked as
though they had been together for years. The
hreeding pair also looked in prime condition
andl are expected to breed again in the UK
Spring.

Captive Breeding of Blue Ducks in NZ

No hrecding has yet been reported by the
four DU members holding pairs of blue
ducks, but the Natonal Wildlife Centre is
expericncing @ very successful scason,
Hopefully some birds will he avaiable for the
captive breeding programme.

OPERATION PATEKE

Northland release

A further release of hrawn teal took plice
at the Mimiwhangat Farm Park in carly
October, when 46 captive reared birds were
released. All of the 40 being released directly
from the boxes and the others being released
2 weeks later from an aviary which had been
erected on site — adjacent 1w the lagoon. This
procedure all being part of the process o
determine the best method of release.
Experiments have also taken part this year (o
determine the best time of the year for the
release of captive reared brown teal. Further
experiments will continue next year when
the 8 hectare lake on the Purerua Peninsula,
near Kerikeri, will be used as a release site in
late January.

The releases a Mimiwhangata were ably
carried vut by Grant Dumbell, Chris Smuts-
Kennedy — DoC officer in charge at the
Miniwhangata Firm Park, and Chris Bone —
DU member who farms close o Mimi-
whangat,

1988-89 Captive Breeding Progress

This breeding scason looks like being
another very successful one for brown teal,
with Ron Munro, Neil Hayes and Charlie
Maoney reporting in late October that they

baed abresiely I ver
alreaedy resred o er 5y

IRTS W
et cal between

Wy Lane Bhcrabes the most of the birds

! 5 Several new
clpants have juined e cay
Progrimme and we

frarti
| ive hrecding
; i welcome the Willogw.
Bank Wildlife Reserve, Christchureh: Faal

MeCarthy, Murupara, and f N ;
A.-'I} bl l|1[t‘ pm,mll" ecll Langadon of
(\}L._u'tc by accident 11 by mariaged 1o
acquire a further influx of hrown geal Tromy
Great Barricr, In September five very small
brown eal orphans were spetted by a Great
Barrier Islander. A message wias relayed g
DoC Regional Office in Auckland, froms there
1o Grant Dumbell and within three hears five
ducklings had been captured and delivered
1o Heritage Park ar Mt Wellington, where they
are being reared. Allinall a great exercise in
conservition and co-operation
Brown Teal in the UK
Neil Hayes also caught up with hrown teal
atseveral Wildfow! Trust centres in the UK

and ar Peakirk he managed w see a complete
display mating, It is extremely rare 1o sce
brown teal displaying and we can only
assumme they had heard that Neil Hayes would
he visiting,

The Wildlfow! Trust continues © breed
#oodd numbers of brown weal and from thei
centre at Martin Mere in Lancashire, pairs
have been distributed 1o local  private
hrecders

e was in 1979 that Ducks Unlimited sent
Brreonwen teal to the Wildfow!] Trust — as part
ol @ salery messure for the presenation of the
spcies
OPERATION ROYAL SWAN

The news from President, Jim Campbell,

15 that his pair of Mute's have again done their
thing fr the second year running when they
hatched five cygnets in carly November, Last
sear the pair reared four in their first breeding
season, to give our Royal Swan projects a
areat boost Several other pairs  with
members have also been reported as siting
on g The waiting list is stll fairly long, but
we are getting through
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