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DU News

NEW ZEALAND SHOVELER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

n interesting comment was received by Ducks Unlimited from the Assistant Director at the Wildfowl
Trust, Mike Lubbock:; whoe said that the N.2. Shoveler sent by DU in August were noticeably larger
and the males more colourful than the Trust's N.Z. Shoveler, The implication here is perhaps that
"new blood" was c¢ertainly needed!

1982 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Saturday, 10 July 1982 is the date Ducks Unlimited members and friends will asscmble for the 1982
annual conferance. ‘The venue will be the Tourist Hotal Corporation's Tokaarnu Motor Inn, at Tokaanu
{near Taupo). This popular tourist stop is a perfect place for members to get together.
Regretfully accommodation at the Tokaanu Motor Inn is fully booked for that particular weekend but
ther excellent accommodation nearby is available and we recommend members book earxly at any of the
following: Rainbow Motel, Box 51, Tokaanu; Braxmere Motel, Box 11 Tokannu, or Crecl Lodge Motel,
Taupehi Road, Turangi.

BROWN TEAL BREEDER OF THE YEAR AWARD

At the DU directors' meeting in September 1981 it was declded that an award entitled "The DU 2rown
Teal Breeder of the Year" should be instituted. An appreopriate certificate ig being drawn up and a
cheque for § 50, tegether with the certificats, will bhe presented annually to the member who rears,
and transfers to Ducks Unlimited, the highest number of Brown Tezl in any cne sesason. Unly through
extreme diligence and considerahle fimancial outlay is it possible te breed Brown Teal in captivity
‘and the DU Board considers that reward and recognition is very desirable for such dedicated members.
The first award will be made at ths 1982 annual conference at Tokaanu.

PUBLICITY FOR DUCKS UNLIMITEDR

Over the last few months, several DU directors have been addreesing groups in various parts of the
North Island; emong them the monthly meeting of the Ormithological Society, the Foyal Forest & Blrd
Protection Society and to acclimatisation societies. These talke bave attempied to show why Ducks
Unlimited was formed; how the organisation is constituted; the organisation's aims and objectives,
and achievements, plus full detzils of warious DU projects, and avdiences have seemed appreciative.

A feature article abont the progress of Ducks Unlimited in New Zezland appeared in the september 1331
issue of the American Ducks Unlimited Magazine and has apparently created considerable interesat among
their 400,00C American members.

Hers in Mow Zealand the Ornithological Society continues rto provide mews items sbout DU, New Zealand,
in the "Ornithological News", as have "Rod & Rifle” and "Outdoor" magazines. We are certainly most
grateful to these organisations for "spreading the word". Thanks, toco, to the N,Z. Cilay Target
Association who have, for flve years, published at no cost a Ducks Unlimited advertisement in their
magazine "Gunshot"™. Such encouragement and generosity is outstanding.

SALE OF NEW ZEALAND WATERFOWL

pucks Unlimited would like to remind waterfowl breading members that it is illegal to sell New Zealand
waterfowl. However, permission can be obtained to recover transfer costs and when application iz made
to transfer N.Z. waterfowl from ome breeder £o ancther, application to recover the transfer coste
should be made at the seme kime. Rll applications for transfers end cost recovery permissicn should
be made to the Wildlife Service, Department of Internal Affairs, Private Beg, Wellington.

NEW MEMBERS....THIS QUARTER DU WELCOMED THE FOLLOWING:

Aberncthy P. (F) Chorlton, J.R:M. (F) MoNeil, Shirley (=) note:
Allen, Jonn () Hill, Peter {S) Morria, Chester (s) (F) Full membership
de Borst, R.P. (=) Irwin, Neville 18} Norris, A.D. (s) (S) Supporter

mempership



REPORT ON OPERATION PATEKE (BROWN TEALD

SUCCESSFUL BROWN TEAL BREEDERS LAST SEASON

Successful breeders of Brown Teal last
season (1%80/8l) ending 30 April 13981
were as Zollows:

John Gill 29
Ian Pirani 17
Murray Powell 11
Jack Worth 10
Murray Dench 8
Barry Rowe 8
Jim Glover [}
Lawrence Piper 5
Sig Bronger 4
Roy Dench 3

10l

As previously mentioned - and widely
publicised — this total was an a]ll-time
record. DO congratulates thess members
on their success and wishes them further
success during the preésent season.

1981-82 BREEDING SEASON PROGRESS

Progress so far this season has been much
slower than for the same period last year
and all breeders have expsrienced some
problems with initial clutches of egys.
However re-nesting is in full =wing and we
are confident that by the end of April next
year tctal figures for birds reared w:ill be
very close to last season's record.

EROWN TEAL AVIARY

This aviary was built to
the specification sat at
the DU Brown Teal Manage-
ment Seminar and is
designed to accommodate

3 pair of Brown Teudl,
each in their own aviary.

FUTURE RELEASE OF BROWN TEAL

This =sasen three rolease sifes ara oxpected '
to be used. DU will continue at Matakana

Island in the Bay of Plenty where, hopefully,

some 30 birds will be released; the Wildlife
Service will release its birds at Puke Fuke
Lagoon with some agsistance from Ducks

Unlimited, and your organisation will most

likely commence the release of Brown Teal at

Mr Eorry Sinclzir's property which is siluated
between Lakes Waihala and Waipori near Dunedin,
Hoxry Sinclair iz DU's only honcrary member ang
his property would easily rank 25 Lhe best wot-
land habitat in New Zealand. fThere appears Lo

be a small remnant population of Brown Teal in

the area and, because of its size, it is an

arsa where DU could release thousands of Brown
Teal. Islands, lagoone, lakes, freshwarer

swamps and grass paddocks are a featire through-
out Lho property - the sort of habitat favoured
Dy Brown Teal! The fivst releasc at Mr Sinclair's
property is expected to take place i: mid December
when 25-30 birds will be airlifted from Wollington
for the purpose.

PARTICIPATION EY DU MEMBERS TY OFERATTON PATEXE

While Operation Patoke is making excellent Lrogress

with 40 pair of Brown Teal held by 18 members, DU

still needs more morbers who are Xeen to jodn the |
mroject effort. &ny intereated members showld first '
obtain a copy of DU's Brown Teal publication which

contains allthe information ons nesdé =o know about

the project. A suitsble aviary is, of coursze,

=ssential and something along the linea of +hat shown

in the photograph bhelow is desirable. The DO praject

calls for 50 pair of Brown Tezl ho bs held by members,




DU MEMBERS!
PURCHASE ENCHANTING GREETING CARD/NOTES AND BENEFIT DUCKS UNLIMITED.

Joan Taglor, art teacher and well known member of the Hutt Art Society has produced reproductions
of her larger etchings of ratural subjects in greeting card and note form for sale. These glft
packs were a '"sell out” at the annual conference.

Packs contain 6 cards with envelopes,
either assorted pack of 6 individual
bird or floral studies, or 6 of one
type of floral or bird study -
depending on your preference.

Cards are blank inside for you to
write your own message. These
delightful nctes, in subfle

colours, alsc make fine gifts.

Bird cards are § 2.50 for pack 6
Floral studies are § 2.00 for pack 6

Orders can be placed directly with

Joan Taulor
66 Lake Road
Devonpert
Anckland 9

A& percentage of joan Taylor's
earnings from the sale of these
delightful cards to DU members
will be donated to Ducks Unlimited
to benefit waterfowl.




Kakapo and Chick

by Merrilyn Jaquiery

A special reproduction in full colour.
Overall size 760mm x 560mm — price $8.00 (Unframed).

The original of this reproduction by intemationally acclaimed
wildlife artist Merilyn Jaguiery has been painted in the finest
omit_hologb' ical detail, 2/3 nafural size. and colour as exact as
possible,

Merrilyn Jaguiery has been grectly assisted by unique photegraphic records

kindly supglied by Don Merton of the New Zealand Wildlife Service.

Proceeds from the sale of this reproduction wili benefit the World Wildlife Fund'’s
project fo provide an accomodadtion hut in the South of Stewart Island. This hut will
provide essential shelter for the research team who will be working in the Kakapo
area for a number of years. s

The indigenous New Zealand Kakapo is the largest member of the pamot familyin~
the World. Rightless and noctumat it has many behavioural CLRIOSITIES WHICH ARE NOT
fully understocd. Once widespread in New Zealand, the Kakapao has withdrawn 1o
remofe wilderness areas — the only breeding colony known o sunvive being in the
remote and inhospitable South of Stewart Island. Higrglg/ endangered, the Kakapo's
sunvivai depends on present efforts fo control the Int ucen%f:redotows towhichitis

so vulnerable - particulany the feral cats on Stewart Island.

To WWF-NZ

P.O. Box 12-200 / & '\.

WELLINGTON NORTH \ |
N WWE/

Plooss s ma ... copias of the WWF-NZ Reproduction of Manilyn Jagulery's 'Kakapo

on:riF Chick’ painting as presentad fo HRH Princs Philip, Duke of Edinburgh: Intsmaticnal President of

WW
| enclose my remittance for § . ----- ($8.00 per copy)- @




NEW ZEALAND FRESHWATER FISH ~ CONTD

GAMBUSIA AFFINIS {the mosguito fish)

This species has been introduced world wide for the purpose of misquito control. Initial imports
were from Hawaii in 1930 but its original home was the southern states of the U.5.A. It is of the.

family Poeciliidae or live bearers, the adult female bearing up fo 200 live young depending on her
size and number of spawnings.

f = 3

s
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Mosquitofish (Cambusia affinis) A. female 28mm T.L.; B. male 1€ mm T.L.

PERCA FLUVIATILIS (the perch}

Successful importationsg of perch occurred in 1868 from Australia.
in the eastern South Island, Wellington, Wanganui and Taranaki.
developing young live in shoals, although adults are solitary.

q _ . .

They guickly became sstablished
Spawning occurs in spring anéd the

; ,\ J

Perch {(Perca fluviatilis} 368 me L.C.F.




NEW ZEALAND FRESHWATER FISH - CONTD

CARASSIUS AURATUS (the Goldfish) r

Under the name Cyprinus
carassius the first intro-
ductionz were in 1864 and
1863. Geoldfish are now
very widespread and
thoroughly established.
They occur predominantly
in still waters and can
stand low oxygenation.

The fish are omnivorous
and spawn in the summer.
The Goldfish is lonzlived
and grows te a length of
about 3COmm,

Goléfish (Carassius auratus)

SCARDINIUS ERYTHROPHTHALMUS
{the rudd)

Introduced supposedly in 1967
(Auckland Star June 1371) by
a Mr Smith of Massey, into
many farmers' ponds north of
Auckland. It is now possibly
wider spread from the Waikato
river northwards. A size of
200-300mm has been sampled in
N.Z. The fish is a carnivorous
feeder on insects and
crustaceans elther at the
surface or midwater. a
distinguishing featyre between
Rudd and Porch is-that the
Rudd lack teeth.

Rudd (Scardinius erythrophthaimus)

MODGEII, CEPHALUS (the grey mullet)

It is found thrcughout the world (
in warmer ccastal seas and rivers / /
running int¢ them. The fish reach .

about £00mm in length. In some e J ‘—4«'{.5;4/’4}_._ W O
rivers the mullet can be seen (’@ T e
moving upstream in shoals, often bl St S i 4
leaping from the water as they : 4
travel. They feed on oxganic
matter and debris. Gill nets
harvest good numbers in the
Waikate Riwver.

Grey Mullet (Mugil cephalus)



NEW ZEALAND FRESHWATER FISH = CONTD

GOBIOMORPHUS COTIDIANUS (the common bully)

The bully seems t¢ occur in most lakes except for some in upland and alpine Canterbury. The fish
are bottom living, on the open lake bed, mostly in the shallows, They establish territories on
and under rocks near the lake margins. The nuptial melanic males guard their primitive nests until
the eggs hatch. The larvae are planktonic and the larger young and adults form a food resource for
trout in many lakes.

s 5
A

Ne ot

( &
B

Common Bully {CGobiomerphus cotidianus) A. female 1066mm: B. male ll2mm T.L.
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DUCKS INLIMITED SALES OFFERS

WE HAVE COPIES OF THE FOLLOWING AVATLABLE:
= 'THE INCUBATTON BOOK' BY DR A.F. ANDERSON BROWN 532
246 pages detailing all aspects of game bird and waterfowl egg incubatiop

® A COLOURED XEY TO THE WATERFOWL OF THE WORLD" BY STR PETER SCOTT $ 10
This publication snjoys wide popularity,

.
@

""THE AVICULTURE, RE-ESTABLISHMENT AND STATUS OF THE N.Z. BROWN TEALY $ b
BY F, NEIL HAYES - this is Ducks Unlimited's first major publication.

It is an excellent, informative, easy to read reference book demanding

a place on the bockshelf of DU members and those interested in

Operation Pateke

DUCKS UNLTMITED HAS STOCKS OF THE FOLLOWING AT DU HEADQUARTERS:

®  DUCKS UNLIMITED LAPEL BADGES $ 5
® GREY TEAL NEST BOXES (KITSET), EASY TO ASSEMBLE $ 10
REMINDER

PACKS OF GIFT NOTES/CARDS AND WORLD WILDLIFE FUND-NZ PUBLICATIONS
ARE DETAILED ELSEWHERE IN THIS ISSUE. PLEASE CRDER DIRECT WITH
THE APPROPRIATE ORGANISATIONS.

HHH NI RN AN AANRNNA AR ARNL LN NN an X s
" ”®
* DRDER FORM #
w TO: DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZD INCORPORATED 5
* P.O. BOX 74, HAMILTON i
® PLEASE POST ME THE FOLLOWING (ALL PRICES ARE POST PAID): COST EACH *
® E
% THE INCUBATION BOOK SiTa, RSy Sy Ao BN IO Wi wre wis, V3T 9
< A COLOURED KEY TO THE WATERFOWL OF THE WORLD « © &« & v o ¢ 4 s & & § 10 &
% AVICULTURE, RE-ESTABLISHMENT § STATUS OF NZ BROWN TEAL , . . , . . § 6 g
% DL PAPEL BADGECS)T 4 e Wrietia sile e 4iita waie e, cesie €4b 3°5s aile $ 5 »
@ GREY" TEAL_NEST BOXCES), KATBET 4 o w0 wie wioro min e sie mce 5§10 -
= ®
» 1 ENCLOSE MY CHEQUE FOR $ ......... IN PAYMENT 4
¥ NAME (PLEASE PRINT) #
G ORBBRESS 00 K oRm el %
x . .- ¢V 2 S-w BN 'Y e - . x
« DATE %

The Hamilton fundraising chapter of DU has produced a
sportsman cap every DU member will want $o wear! Sturdily
constructed from cotton in three colourways, this cap is
ugeful for all year round wear. The crown is brown, sides
are tan with the words "Ducks Unlimited™, £lanked by leaping
mallards, and the "visor" brim is olive green. DU caps ars
$ 4 =ach and available from:

Mrs Gail Rarclay, DU Chapter Secretary
37 Fairview Street, Hamilton.

Ome size fits all - made in New Zealand,
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THE AVISULTURE, SE-E5TAELISHHENT
AND
STATUS
of
THE NEW ITALAND HROWN TEAL

|Anas sucxlaediea chicsotis

DU MEMBERS: A PERCENTAGE OF SALES
OF DR MURRAY WILLIAMS' BOOK BENEFITS

DUCKS UNLIMITED,

INTRODUCING

The First Of The
FISH AND FOWL SERIES
ANMUAL INFORMATION BOOKS ABOUT WETLAND AMD UPLAND GAMESIRDS

AMD FRESMWATER SPORTING FISH WRITTEN ESPECIALLY
FOR NEW ZEALAND SPORTSMEM

The
DUCKSHOOTER'S is an authorative, well
BAG illustrated and easily

enjoyed book about -

~Black Swan ~Managing our waterfowl

~Canada Goose i

~Paradise Shelduck

~Grey Duck ~Game seasen regulations

~Mallard

~Shoveler

~Pukeko e ety e mes s ama=

o= | | PLEASE SEWD ME......COPIES OF POST TO

1 “the Duckshooter's Bag"
1 At $7.95 pen cory (add 45¢ pp.)

FISH AND FOWL SERIES No. 1; ™¥&- WETLAND PRESS 1

$ 7.95 i P.O. BOX 1718 :
: 1 ENCLOSE Bircicmimmmmrsinins WELL_IN_QIO_N_.
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OPERATION GRETEL (REPORT ON THE GREY TEAL PROJECT)

EGG PRODUCTION IN GREY TEAL NEST BOXES

Operation Gretel is currently in its sixth season and, to date, close to EOD boxes have heen
erccted around the country. Flgures to hand indicate that, with this season's production,
between 5,000 and &,000 eggs will have hatched in Grey Teal nest boxes since the project began.
wWith this sort of producticn it is not surprising that the Grey Teal population in New Zealand
is showing a healthy increase!

G0CD NEWS. FROM DUNEDIN

The "youd news" from Mr Horry Sinclair in Dunedin is Lhat two of his Grey Teal nest boxes have
been used for the first time. This is the third season since the boxes were erected, s¢ this

is encouraging and hopefully from now on there should be a rapid increase in box usage over the
next few seasons. TIn a very interesating and detailed report oh his particular wetland paradise,
Horry said that the first successful hatching occurred in the presence of Professor R.A. Ryder

of Coleorado State University whe i% here on sabbatical lsave. Professor Ryder has dene much

work on Carolina Wood Duck nest boxes in the United States and has been having a very close loek
at DI projects while in New Zezland. Horry's report is punctuated with remarks such as "thousands
of Grey Teal throughout the wetlands" and "it appears to have been an excellent breeding season to
date". Apart from Crey Teel using the DU boxes, there are "many Grey Teal neste in the Nigger-
heads, many now hatched and gone; dozens of mallard nests about, many clutches of goslings,
numercus clutches of cygnets in the grass paddocks and several Black Teal about'.

REPORT ON CPERATION BRANTA (CANADA GEESE)

BREEDING PROGRESS

The breeding season for Canada geese in the North Island appears to be progressing well.

DU Director, Jim Campbell of Masterton reports tern females sitting on hig property and that his
neighoour and DU member, Rex Rayner, has hatched two broods successfully, this being the first
possible year of production for Rex. Both Jim and Rex have large man-made lakes and the geese
have established a flight path between the two properties, with groups of twenty or so being
seen trading back and forth.

TRANSFER CF GEZSE FROM THE SOUTH ISLAND

Ducka Unlimited expects te transfer Canada geese from the South Island to the North Island in
December. Mr Peter McLeod of Christchurch will again be arranging the c¢rating and transfer of
birds which, this year, are sxpected to come from a major South Island breeder,

S RN R TR R EE RN BRI E S BB RN W R RV IE YD PR R RS & E

photography:
YNeil Hayes
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SPECIAL BOOK OFFER FOR DU MEMBERS

"WILD GEESE OF THE WORLD™
BY DR MYRFYN QOWEN

SPECIAL OFFER TQO DU MEMBERS...
$ 51 FOST PAID {(NZ RETAIL $ 52)

¢

DU MEMBERS: ACQUIRE THIS VERY
SPECIAL BOCK AND HELP BOOST DU
FUNDS AT THE SAME TIME! 45
WELL AS OFFERING A DISCOUNT TO
DU MEMBERS, THE WCRLD WILDLIFE
FUND-REW ZEALAND HAS OFFERED TO
PAY DUCKS UNLIMITED COMMISSION
OF L4LO% OF THE NET PROFIT FROM
DRDERS AYTRACTED FRCM THE
PROMOTION IN “FLIGHT' (THIS IS
APPROXIMATELY § 5 PER COPY).
THESE COMMISSION EARNINGS WILL
BE PLACED DRIRECTLY "IN THE
FIELD" TG BENEFIT NEW ZEALAND
WATERFCWL .
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The author, Dr Myrfyn Owen, is a
Conservation Research Qfficer for
The Wildfowl Trust at Slimpridge in
Gloucestershire, whero he hae worked sincs 1947. Dr Owsn has drawn widely on a mulTitude
of =ources including his own ressarch to provide a2 comprehensive and systematic account of
our presenL knowledges aboul wild geese, Lheir life cycle and the ways which they adapt to
the changing environment.
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The species and their variations are fully dessribed in the first part of the ook, through
sumraries of the known details cf, for axample, Swmner and winter distribution, nurhers,
migration, breeding habits, food, plumage, identiflcation and ageing. Many of thesc aspec:s
are illustrated by the accompanying line drawings, maps and tablsa. The second park of the
book synthesises and analyses such aspucts == the social and sexuzl behuviour of geese,
summer biology, population dynamics, conservation and - exploitation. The Sppcies, ang
particularly the subspecies, are illustvales in the specially ¢ommissioned watorcolour
paintings by Joe Blossom.

Rlthough some of the author's znalyses are speculative bhey will stimulate interest in and
work on the basic biolowical problems, on the understanding of which our attempts at goosc
conservation and management must depencd. The book will ke of particnlar interest te the keen
amateur and professional ovnithologist, w' ldfowler, wildfowl biologizt znd conservationist.
Tt is an invaluzble work of raference containing 411 the importani: Information abeut ceese
and providing a fascingting account of the evolutionary and ecological basis for the major
differences and similaritlcs between spocies.

Orders may be placed with the Worid Wildlife Fund-Now Zealand. Delivery can be
expected approximately four (4) months from réceipt of veder - asz the bk i=
published in the United Kinadom, To other thap Ducks (nlimited membors, the K.Z:
retail price is § 53 par copy. The ook is svailable only on order through the
publisher's representatives {.e. it will not be scld in ratail bockshops.

ORDER FORM: '"WILD GEESE OF THE WORLD!

TO: WORLD WILDLIFE FUND-MEW ZEALAND
P.0. BOX 12-200 WELLINGTON NCRIH

PLEASE POST ME .....CCPY/QOPIES OF
"WILD GEESE OF THE worLp!
BY DR MYRFYN OWEN
I ENCLOSE MY REMITTANCE OF 5 ..... (451 PER CORY)

ADPRESS GIL G e a sy s ww twy S 94 RTETIG . eLT6 Wiga %
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TAX CONCESSICNS ON D

SIS S SIS SSSoRSESRETESS

" <

CONTRIBUTIONS / DONATIONS

From time to time DU receives inquiries freom
membors a4s to the tax concessiens they receive
when they make a contribution/donation to
Dicks Unlimited. Balow ias a copy of advice
from the Inland Revenue Department stating the
tax dedyctibility rating of donations and
contributions made Lo our organisation for the
information of members and friends.
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A Gift For ALL Seasons

Waterfow! are a symbol of the seasons 28 A S e P

Plensa anter a subscription for:

Your gift for all seasons will help Ducks

Unlimited make sure they always will be. R S v e el
ADDRESS:
Typw of udsenption Life Fuit Supporter Jumior Trode
{Tick whera applicabig) 500 $12.5%¢ $7.50 $3 £20
My pa for § i encloesd,

DODGY S NIITIE oot ettt bt 440 044184 SH1 8 17173019 o3 e e as e g P Egaes PO O P TR SRS AR ST 1 S40S

A Gift For ALL Seasons

TO Ducks Uslimaed, SBox 74, Hamilton
Plesse enter & suszcription for
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A Gift For
ALL Seasons

This Season . . - give a gift membership
i a friend or relative so that they 100
may understand the goals and aims of
Ducks Unlimited




