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PICTURED ARE SOME OF THE ITEMS DONATED
FOR THE DUCKS UNLIMITED AUCTION TC BE
HELD AT AUCKLAND ON SATURDAY, 12 JuLy
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MEMBERS. ... SUPPORT DUCKS UNLIMITED'S MAJOR FUNDRAISING
EVENT OF THE YEAR — YOU CAN MAKE IT A MEMORABLE OCCASION
BY YOUR PARTICIPATION - THE “BENEFICIARIES” ARE WATERFOWL.
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The 1980 Ducks Unlimited conference promises intseresting addresses from
quest speakers, highlights of the DU year, the opportunity for you to meet
with your directors and officers of the organisation, to introduce friends
and family to the DU concept - in addition there is the excitement of the
auction proceedings. BPBe there on Saturday 12 July!

Registration fee: The fee is § 15 per head which covers a deliciocus buffet
éinner preparsed by the Gateway Lodge chef, The cost for each of your guests
is also $ 15, You may if you wish renew your DU subscription at the game
timz, and enrxol new members,

Ducks Unlimited is delighted with iteme donated for this year's aucticn -
zmong them supplies of ammunition, waterfowl needlework with a modern theme,
handcrafted leatherware with a waterfowl theme, pottery, outdoor equipihent
etc, Ducks Unlimited, Inc U.S.A. has denated an exciting assortment of
fundraising items - signed and numbered waterfowl art prints of Canada

Geese, Green Winged Teal, a Pederal Duck Stamp print, a set of rare "Armetale”
plates depicting waterfowl, a set of fundraising buttons depicting waterfowl
designed by artist David Maas, a prototype of the 1980 Jim Beam Collectorx
Bottle of Blue-Winged Teal, a signed and nuwbered deluxe edition of "Ducks
and Mer" by William Leitch. Mr Gay Donnelley of the United States has
donated a magnificent Audubon print "The Canvasback Duck”,

Auction proceeds benefit DU's waterfowl progsramme for 1980/81. This is your
scle opportinity to helpraise funds for the ducks in an exciting and stimulating
atmosphere.

sales of T shirts and DU lapel badges will also be conducted during the
conference, Ducks Unlimited Inc, U.S.&. has sent a supply of DU international
duck head pins for auction and/or sale at the conference - this is a polighed
mallard profile, offset by a c¢lean, black border = may be donned as a lapel pin,
hat pin or tie tack, 7These pins also make perfect gifts for friends!

KEFER PAGE 6 for Forxrmal Notice of Meeting




DU News

NEW DIRECTORS FOR DUCKS UNLIMITED

Your Board of Directors is pleased to announce the appointment of two further directors -
David McNeil, a farmer from Matamata, and John Gill, a veterinary surgeon of Wellington.
David has many years experience in waterfowl propagation, habitat development and water

and land management and DU locks forward to the expertise he will bring to the organisation.
Jdohn iz a practising vetcerinary surgeon, which will be of immense value, but he is also an
avid hreeder of Brown Teal and in a relatively short time has built up considerabl

wnowledyge concerning the speciess. Under the Rules of Ducks Unlimited (MZ) Inc,, these
appointments reguire ratification at the annual general meeting in July 1980,

OPERATION BRANTA - CANADA GEESE FROM WELLINGTON ZOO

pucks Unlimited is wvery grateful te Wellington Zoo for the generous gift of four Canada
Geese to aid Operation Branta. The geese were reared by the Zoo during the past breeding
season. The Zoo has a fine reputation for goose propagation and good numbers of both
Cape Barren Geese and Canada Geese have been reared there. Wellington Zoo is z member of
Ducks Unlimited and is participating in Operation Pateke as well. DU will be providing
the Zoo with further Brown Teal in the near Zuture.

MEMBERSHIP RATE INCREASES STEADILY

New membership in Ducks Unlimited has maintained steady progress in recent years and 1980
is no exception - we welcome esach guarter in FLIGHT approximately 21 members. This issue
we extend a welcome to:

Blake Abernethy (J) Linda Haddock (F) Mrs G, McArthur (F)
Mylrea Bell (8) T.,W, Hammond (F) * B.A. Mclennan (F)
K.E. Benzemann {J} Ray Hart (r) Bill Morrison (F)
Kay Clapperton (s) M.E. Jackson (F) anthony E. Reiger (F)
M, G, Darling (F) Stuart Kenny (5) Lesley A. Underwocod {J)
Mrs Janet Dickerson (S) Mrs F.A. Leahy (c) Miles Winchester (J)
W.R. Grange (F) T.H. Logan (¥} Ross Vinterburn (5)
Douglas Eallberg ()

(Note: * plus denation, many tharks.
Special thanks also to Mr F.J.J. Tilley of Wellington, long time DU
supporter for his recent most generous donation to Ducks Unlimited.)

We have just learned of the following new members:

G.Jd. Caird (g) W.R. Jchnson {S) K. Fihera (F')
MEMBERS +,.,, ORDER YOUR LAPEL BADGE NOW — PROCEEDS BENEFIT DU PROJECTS
PRICE $ 5 EACH To: Ducks Unlimited {NZ) Inc - LAPEL BADGE ORDER FORM
{size 5/8" diameter) P.0O, Box 74 Hamilton

PLEASE SUPPLY ME WITH . . . . LAPEL BADGE(s}
SIEMTE, CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR § . . . .

POST TO: (name) N O T e e o A S O e Sl X0, W

{zddress) AR MRS AR M TS I e
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NEW WILDLIFE APPOINTMENT

The New Zealand Acclimatisation Sociely movement has recently
estanlished a central office in Wellington and appointed Mr
W.R. {Dryce) Johnson to the joint position nf Directeor of the
Kational Executive, and Secretary of the North and South
Islancd Councils. Frior to his appointment in Pebruary Mr
Johneon was invelved with the acglimstisalion society move-—
menl and other environmentally minded organisations, at the
proviancial lewvel, 4 has worked in Canterbury, Otago and
Southland as a farm adviser with the Ministry of Agriculturc
and Fisheries.

The Wellingten appointment will inwvolwe co-ordination of
acclimatisation society movement activities at the national
level and include liaison with government: department and other
assaciated organisations. Mr Johnson seou his agpointment as
botk a challenging and supportive ona, with the continued strong
involvement of the society movement at Lhe prowvincial level
belng of principal importance. He is a graduate of Massoy and
Ctage Universities in general biologic scienca, agriculture
science and wildlife management.
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CALLING ALL

En

DU has further copies of "Ducks,
and People" available at g

{includes postage).

"The Wildfowl of the
World™, a wildlife Trust publication
ig also available to interested DU
members, at § 10 per copy.

Sir Peter Scott's

these publications are wvaluable

companions “duck pecople"!



DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) INC - ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1980

The sixth annual conference of Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Incorporated
will be held at Gateway dge, Kirkbride Road, Auckland,

en Saturday, 12 July 1980 at Z.00 pm.

BUSINESS

L.30 pm Registration
2,00 pm Welcome and apologies

2.05 pm Minutes of 1979 annual conference, and
matters arising

2.15 pm President's repoxt and presentation of
annual financial statement

2.25 pm Resolution: "That the Auditors, Messrs Hubchison
Hull & Co. be re-appointed for the 1980/81
financial year."

2.30 pm Election of four (4) directors from the floor,
representing members, and ratification of
appointment of directors made during the year

2,4C pm  Report on COperaticn "Pateke" (F.N. Haves)

2.50 pm Guest Speaker: Dr Murray J. Williams, Wildlife Service
3.30 pm Break for refreshment (President's “shout"}

3.45 pm  Report on Operation "Gretel" (M2asys D.G, Bell/

T.N, Hayes/I. McFadden)
3.55 pm Report on Operation "Branta" (P.M. McLecd)
4.05 pm General business
4.20 pm Film
5.20 pm Refraeshments
6.30 pm  Annual dinner
7.30 pm Annual auction
S5.00 om Refreshments
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& copy of the Rules of Ducks Unlimited (MNZ) Incorporated will be
available for parusal by any member at the cenference, All
merbers and friends of Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Incorporated are
invited to attend.

4 seminar for DU Brown Teal breeders, sponsored by Mobil Cil New
Zealand Limited, will be¢ held at Gateway Lodge, AucKland on
Friday, 11 July 1880 commencing at 10.30 am. Ducks Unlimited
members interested in participating are welcome to attend.

F.N. Hayes
Secretary
P.O. Box 74, Hamilton




FOCUS ON BROWN TEAL

({photography: F. Neil Hayes)
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE : IAN H., PIRANI

What price waterfowl conservation? When is the last time you got so much for ten dollars?

Ten dollars does not buy very much teday - it barely works on its own. However, ccmbined
with all the ten dollars contributed by DU members and friends, in what other field can you
receive so much for a ten deollar investment? DU offers (and is achieving) a significant
improvement in the numbers of some of our country's endangered waterfowl species; the
opportunity for you to participate in the establishment of species such as the Canada Goose
in the North Island; and lt promotes an "awareness" campaign te ensure a better future for
all waterfowl species. Dollars for our waterfowl are vital. CF course DU nesds them more
than ever. DU also needs gersonidl effort from ite supporters more than ever. When the
organisation was established a few short years ago, ten dollars seemed a most appropriate
figure for an individual to contribute - of course, everyone knows how inflation has eroded
the dellar which is, today, stretched to cover many many demands made of it. Dollars must be
stretched ~ personal motivation and sffort must continue to be stretched. DU's members are
streteching both dollars and efforts for a dreat cause.

DU projects stretch dollars effectively and efficiently. The future of the Brown Teal, for
example, is beyond a price estimate. Financial and technical assistance from DU breedex merbers
and corporate groups just cannot be underestimated. The work carried out with Brown Teal at the
Wildfowl Trust headguarters, Slimbridge is beyvond cost estimates from DU's point of wview. We are
talking of the future of a species which a few years age just may not have "made it"!

Operation Gretel, to benefit our Grey Teal population, ig value for funds invested. The success
rate to date has been beyond wildest predictions; farmers' co-coperative attitudes are beyond all
value. Where ¢lse could we obtain the use of such wetlands free of charge? The costs of
construction of boxes, labour, transportation are small because sc much is "volunteered"™ willingly
and with spirit! The services of researchers and skilled, dedicated Wildlife Service

technicians aye at DU's disposal - at no cost,

Operation Branta is a tribute to the co-operaticn and enlightened attitude of North Island
farmers in overcoming the "bogey" of having the Canada Gocse in their immediate cnvironment, and
the goodwill of our South Igland friends has enabled this magnificent bird to be established
further north for the first time. In controlled situations, Ducks Unlimited believes there is

a firm place for the Canada Goose throughout the country and is determined to further its
propagation - again the voluntary cfforts of enlighlened Acclimatisation Societies, Federated
Farmers groups, DU supporters, the wildlife Service and individual farmers make this project
possible - if DU had to rely on funds to achieve its ocbjectivas, it coculd not succeed.

Motivation bridges many gaps.

Administratively of course, ten dellars is a mere drop, particularly in terms of the inflation
spiral which has hit such items as motor spirits, postal charges, the cost of an individual's

time {all inherent cost factors in a "business" such as ourz)., wWhere else can you have an
organisaticn which functions successfully from an investment by individuals of a mere ten dellars?

It has been suggested by members before this that Ducks Unlimited should raise its menrhership
fee. This is something your Directors always look at seriocusly. However it should be remembered

that while "money talks" - s¢, too, does action. I am preud to say that DU is an active group.
our volunteers, friends and directors work actively to promote the best interests of waterfowl in
New Zealand. Many of them (and I am speaking particularly now of those who have chosen to take

on the role of officeholder oxr active volunteer) spend many hours planning waterfowl programmes,
driving long distances to arrange, co—ordinate and take part in working parties often at their
own expense; cisplay ingsnuity in designing and bullding nestbox prototypes and eventually
supervising mass production, arrange advertising and prowmotion of the group, and promote the
objectives of Ducks Unlimited to their friends, family and acquaintances — often, we all suspect,
to the point of being totally "hooked" on the idea of Ducks Unlimited! This "addiction" to the
cause serves one great purpose however - an improvement in conditions for our waterfowl and with
it improvement in the environment of our country.




























