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DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) APPOINTS TWO DIRECTORS

The President
Miss Disne Pri

an Pirani, a
> of Chakune,

nted at the annual conference

in' July the appointment to the Board of
& gecond woman ko be 5

nted, repr ting members’ inte 5.

comes from a family of waterfowl conservationists
znd her expertise in this field, and corganisational abilities will benefit the group a great deal™ comments
S 3 e

lan Pirani.

The Board also announces in this issue of PLIGHT the appointment of Mr Julian Nelson-Parker of Tauranga

as & Director of Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Ing, ©Oneé of DU's earliest members, Mr Nelson-Parker has made a
valuable contribution to waterfowl conservation over the years and now extends his expertise to DU affairs
at Board lavel.

"These persons, with their extensive practical knowledge of waterfowl, and its conservation, will play a
valuable roic in the affairs of Ducks Unlimited (NZ)} at Board level" comments Ian Piranil, * and we extend
a warm welcome to them."

WIVES OF DU (NZ) DIRECTORS ATTEND INTERNATIONAL WATERFOWL CONFERENCE

Mrs Dawn Pirani, wife of President Ian Pirani, and Mrs June Bronger, DU Membership Scoretary whose husband,
Sig, is a DU (NZ) Board member, attended the International convention of Ducks Unlimited Inc (U.S,A.) and
(Canada) in May as part of an extersive private visit to view waterfowl collections in Europe and the
North American continent. The photograph on page 4 of this issue shows Mrs Dawn Pirani, with officials
from Ducks Unlimited Inc (U.S.A.) and Ducks Unlimited (Canada) at the dedication of the Oak Hammock Marsh
wildlife management area. The conference which was attended by persons from the United Stateg, Canada and
Mexico was held in the Canadian city of Winnipeg, Manitoba

WELCOME NEW DU MEMBERS .
DU extends a warm welcome to the following members:

R. Cox (s) S.B. Lawrence (F)

Ross D. Clark (F) K.J. McSweeney (F)

R. Groudswaard (s) D. Nehoff (s)
Bronwyn Hare (S} C.H. Rose (s)
Graham Hare (F) B. Trevathan (®)

P. Hook (s) A.J. Ward (F)

P.R. Jackson (8) J.H. Ward (F)

A. Wilks (s)

note: (S) denotes Supporter membership (F) denotes Full membership

MEMBERS: ASSIST WITH DU FUNDRAISING, ORDER YOUR DU LAPEL BADGE NOW.

ALL SALE PROCEEDS
BENEFIT DU PROJECTS, LT

To: Ducks Unlimited (NZ) — LAPEL BADGE ORDER FORM
PLEASE SUPPLY ME WITH . . . . . LAPEL BADGE(s)
PRICE: oONLY $ 2-95! CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR S

POST TO: (name)

2 Ef’. {(address) TN AT AT & et el e e R T
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YOUR DU MEMBERSHIP . .

THE OTHER RENEWABLE
RESOURCE

AiiY BOOK ABOUT DUCKS AND GEESE WILL TELL YOU WATERFOWL
ARE A RENEWABLE RESOURCE GIVEN GOOD HABITAT PROTECTION
DURING REPRODUCTIVE TIMES ETC ETC, FOOD, WATER AND
SPECIAL COVER ARE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS IN THIS ' 600D
HABITAT' BUT, FIRST, SOMEONE MUST ASSURE THERE WILL BE
HABITAT TO BEGIN WITH. THAT'S WHAT YOUR MEMBERSHIP
IN DUCKS UNLIMITED IS ALL ABOUT.

\ \ff‘ A Basy
AT DU WE CONSIDER YOUR MEMBERSHIP A RENEWABLE RESOURCE TOO.
WHEN YOU RENEW, YOUR GUARANTEE THE COMPLETION OF WATERFOWL
PROJECTS ALREADY UNDER WAY FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR AND PROVIDE
FOR NEW PROJECTS. SO - JUST AS FOOD, WATER AND COVER ARE
WHAT GOVERNS HABITAT QUALITY . » . « + REGULAR MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS ARE WHAT GOVERN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT.

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1078/79 ARE NOW DUE - HAVE YOU RENEWED ?




Fig 1 - scene from annual meeting, THg 2 - during bidding, from left

Vice President, Paul Pirani (left) to right, standing Cheryl Pirani,
and Bill Wilkinson, auctioneer Paul Pirani, Bill Wilkinson, Dudley
accepting bids. Bell. Seated at left, facing

camera, Mr Julian Nelson Parker.

Fig 3 - Mrs Dawn Pirani, with
officials of Ducks Unlimited in the
U.S.A,, Canada & Mexico at the
dedication ceremony of The Oak
Hammoek Marsh Wildlife Management
arca during her recent Canadian
visit.
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REPORT ON 1978 ANNUAL CONFERENCE HELD IN HAMILTON

2 successful and stimulating annual conference was held at the Waikato Clay Target Club

premises in Hamilton on Saturday 1 July 1978. The meeting had been preceded by a directors'
meeting which was attended by Mr T. Caithness of the Wildlife Serwvice, guest speaker at the annual
meeting. The conference was attended by perscns from as far away as Ruckland to Christchurch.

Income for the evening, derived from sales of cookery products, cheeses, registrations, donations,
lapel badge sales, & ‘silent' auction, the annual auction and the bar, was § 1004-31. Expenditure,
including food, token hall hireage and wine and spirits totalled § 196-83 - leaving a net income for
the event of $ 807-48 which is very encouraging consldering the changes made to format and venue this
year compared with previous conferences. Many thanks to those who attended, for their efforts inm |
achieving this fine result particularly in view of the fact that many New Zealanders are facing
difficult econcmic times.

Major credit for the success of the auction lies with Mr Bill Wilkinson who again displayed his obvious
talents, and infectious personality, and was responsible for strong and stimulating bidding on many
items. auction items which went under Bill's “hammer"” included waterfowl art, shotgun ammunition,
pottery, camouflauge c¢lothing, waterfowl publications, duck-calls and many other items generously
donated for the occasion.

Warm thanks are also extended to the ladies who provided a superb meal for those present comprising
duck, geese, pheasant and other game with salads and cheeses, wine stc, the game kindly donated by
DU supporters for the occasion. DU 2150 wishes to thank the Waikato Clay Target Cclub for generous
wge of its superb new facilities for the evening - a donation was made to the Club by way of thanks.

Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Inc wishes to acknowedge and sincerely thank the following contributors for
their efforts to ensure a successful 1978 annual conference. Their efforts deserve your patronage
when you need their products and/or services.

We gratefully extend our thanks £o;

Mr G. Malaher, Canada (waterfowl art) Vern Wilson Sports shop {Lee Loader)
Mr W. Wright, Waikanae (pottery) Wellington Sporting Arms Co (gun case)
I.H. Pirani (watexrfowl art) pucks Unlimited Inc. U.S.A. (waterfowl art -
OBAC Limited, Aucklard (case ammunition) ‘Autumn Snows & Blues)
van der Sluiz studio {pottery) Sports Depot, Wellington (2 boxes 308 ammunition
Mrs 5. Butlex/ {decanters DU Jim Vern Wilson Sport shop (duck call)
Mys J. Bronger Beam Bourbon) C. Hunt (hunter models)
Mr D.G. Bell {foot pump) Isco Limited, Wellington ('Game Illustrated &
Mr & Mrs P.B.C. Pirani (Auduben portfolio) ‘Gaie Cookery')
Ducks Unlimited Inc (watexrfowl art - F.N. Bayes | {gun case)
u.S.A. The Wood Duck) Vern Wilscn Sports shop {gun cleaning kit)

e \d v (DU Belt Buckle) Mrs J. Bronger {cookery products, preserves)
Mr & Mrs P.B.C. Pirani ('British Birds') A.P.C. Tauranga (potted plant)
Mr 2.M. McLeod (waterfowl art) Dalgety's Tauranga (2 boxes ammunition)
Mrs J, Bronger (wine) Valentines Ltd, Hamilton {(camouflauge suits,
Miss D. Pritt (camoufiauge hat) hats etc.)
Shoppe 44, Chartwell (houge products) Waikato Clay Target Club =
Hallensteins, Chartwell {pure wool blanket) Mr X.G.W. Wilkinson (auctioneer)

gpecial note: xre auction ard sale table purchases

Some members have inquired whether or not they can submit receipts for conference purchases i.e. avction
and sale tsble purchases, as part of their annual return to the Inland Revenue Department and whether
these gualify for tax exemption. Unfortunately, the favourable tax exemption for DU subscriptions

does not extend to any other items (i.e. the sum claimed must be either for a donation or a subscription).
Although purchases at DU conferences benefit waterfowl, the member or purchaser has received something
rangible for his pleasure and/or use - therefore cannot claim & tax deduction. Please do not submit any
recoipts to the Department other ¥han those for membership subscriptions or donations with your annual
tax veturn as these are certain to be rejected by the Inland Revenue Department.




MINUTES OF THE FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) INC

HELD AT THE WAIKATO CLAY TARGET CLUB PREMISES, HAMILTON ON SATURDAY 1 JULY 1978

WELCOME

The President extended a warm welcome to those present, particularly those who had travelled a long
distance. The following apologies were advised - Messrs S. Bronger, J. Glover, A. Hart, R. Hunter
of CAC Industries, I. Jensen, H.I. Jones, N.C. Muschamp, R.J. Penna. Mamber P.M. McLeod moved
apologies be accepted/seconded K. Mackie.

Mr Pirani welcomed to the meeting Mr Tom Caithness of the Wildlife Service, the guest speaker, and

also extended a welcome to two further members of the Department of Internal Affairs, Wildlife
Service = Mr John Cheyne (DU member) and Mr Steve McGill.

MINUTES PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the previous annual meeting, held on Saturday 9 July 1977 at Auckland, having been
circulated to all members in FLIGHT issue 3/77, were taken as read and confirmed. N. Baucke moved/
M. Dench seconded.

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT AND PRESENTATION FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The President commented briefly on his annual report which summarised the year's activities and
results, which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting = also on the financial affairs
of the organisation. Mr Pirani commented specifically on the country's economic circumstances
and now this affected DU, and noted the pleasing trend with members who had not renewed for some
time whe again appeared to be financially supporting the group, which was very encouraging.

The Prasident summarised briefly the results with various projects and commented specifically

on Operation Gretel (to benefit Grey Teal). He announced that at a board mesting earlier that
day, the Board had decided the construction of a further 200 Grey Teal nest boxes should go ahead,
to be located around the country - gsome at Dunedin, Wellington, Hamilton and at Auckland. He
advised that members would be called upon to assist with box construction and erection in their
respective districts. At this point, My Pirani paid tribute to the spirit with which voluntary
support was gencrously given among members and other friends of Ducks Unlimited which enabled
funds to be expended to greatest advantage. BHe algso gave special thanks to Mr T. Caithness of the
wildlife Service whe had given valuable advice on this particular project.

The financial statement was approved and adopted by members present - P.M, Mcleod/B. Rowe.

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING MEMBERS

The President advised that since the notice of meeting had been circulated, Mr M. Danch had advised
the Board he would not now be available for re-election at the annual conference -~ which left two
vacancies. The President stressed that it was not necessary to have two members elected from the
floor, but this was desirable from the members' point of view. Before calling for nominations, Mr
Pirani commented on the contributions of Messrs Kelvin Mackie and Murray Dench, the retiring members,
and expressed the thanks of the Board.

Nominations were called. Mr F.N. Hayes nominated Miss Diane Pritt/seconded by P.M. McLeod. Mr

K. Mackie nominated Mr Paul Casey. Miss Pritt accepted the nomination, and Mr Casey declined.
Further nominations were called for, but none were received. The President welcomed Miss Diane
Pritt to the Board; he explained her background with waterfowl and confirmed the Board's confidence
in her ability to make an excellent contribution to DU affairs at Board level.
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GUEST SPEAKER - Mr T. Caithness, Wildlife Service

Before Mr Caithness addressed the meeting, the President outlined his experience and background
with the Wildlife Service and his friendship to Ducks Unlimited over the years since its establish-
ment. Before beginning, Mr Caithness said he would welcome criticism of his comments and then
launched into a stimulating and, at times, provocative dissertation, the theme of which was

"1f it waa not for the Mallard, duck shooting would not be an occupation™.

Mr Caithness commented that the model criticism appeared to be that Grey Duck, for example, had
been forced out by 'this terrible Mallard'. ™"This was not so! If there was no Mallard, we would
be shooting at nothing!" commented Tom Caithness. With the use of slides, he illustrated his
points, which resulted primarily from an intensive study of the Waikato reglon. It was a comparison
of Mallards with Greys only, utilising three independent sampling methods. He ¢ited two major
factors as being causes of Grey Duck decrease and Mallard increase - mechapisation of farming about
1960 and the 'hombarding' of waterways by 'clowns in power boats, water ski-ing etc'of recent times.
These changes, Mr Caithness stated, were not the Grey Duck's 'scene' - it was a wild bird, unlike
the Mallard which was prepared to 'live anywhere'.

Tom Caithness went on "People cannot consistently or rationally keep on grizzling about this duck
(the Mallard) - we cannot go back!" "There is no way to stop progress. Mallards are ducks which
put up with a great deal of 'nonsense' in their surroundings and this is what makes them such a
magnificent bird. You (DU) would be ‘extinct' if it was not for the Mallard because no-one would
know what a duck was!" "There are powerful reasons why the Mallard should be successful other
than it will put up with people" and at this point, Tom Caithness tabled figures on a slide to
clearly illustrate his point, which was that the Mallard is “too cunning,has a larger clutch,
breeds for a longer period etc.

At this point, Mr Caithness was asked i{f he thought there was any chance of the Grey Duck changing
his lifestyle to adapt to the changes about him. Tom Caithness felt that it may do, but time had

to be on its (tha Grey Duck) side for this to happen. He commented on the relationship between
primary farm production in New Zealand and ité importance, and on the retention of wetlands. He.
felt there should be 'buffer zones' so farming and waterfowl did not have to impinge on one another's
areas. Until this happened, he felt the Grey Duck would not expand.

Member N. Baucke asked if the Grey Duck had decreased as drastically compared ‘with the Mallard
inerease. Tom Caithness' reply was "NSo, I don't think this is related - it is land usage ‘and people
which are the problems facing the Grey Duck as their area becomes more and more confined, with the
subsequént decrease in numbers.”

Further questions followed from the floor and Tom Caithness summarised these with = “The Grey Duck is
& bird of wild wetlands — the Mallard is the opposite. 53% of wild Mallards are males and determined
to procreate. Hybridisation is a lot of nongense, unless carried out undex unnatural conditions."

he gaid,

1. Caithness chose this point to make a few comments on the Shoveler and its mobility within New
Zealand, using comparisons with Mallard and Grey Duck shown on the slides earlier. "New Zealand
is the only country whére work has been done on the Shoveler. This work was done by John Cheyne,
DU member, in the Waikato. The Shoveler is ahugely mobile species which knows no limits to its
range™ - he cited examples again to illustrate his statement.

General discussion and further guestions from the floor followed, at the conclusion of which the .

President thanked Tom Caithness for his stimulating talk which the audience had obviously enjoyed
and responsed to with enthusiasm.

SLIDE PRESENTATION - F.N. Hayes

Neil Hayes presented commentary and slides featuring his recent visit to the United Ringdom and
North America — detailing many species of waterfowl and the superd locations and facilities of

the Wildfowl Trust, San Diego Zoo and those of private collections, which ware of immense interest
to DU members. Indispersed with his comments were questions from the floor and comments on the
various Ducks Unlimited projects under way at present.


















