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Hi everyone. Last month we got the 
exciting news that Wairarapa Moana has 
been granted Ramsar status as a wetland 
of international importance, joining six 
other wetlands in New Zealand. 
I hope this will mean repair work on the 
Matthews Lagoon reticulation project at 
Wairio will be completed sooner rather 
than later.
Our conference was held in Gisborne 
this year and it was most enjoyable. 
Everything ran very smoothly and 
according to plan. Timing of all the 
events was spot on. 
We were extremely privileged to be able 
to visit to Nick's Head Station, which 

we all thoroughly 
enjoyed.
Next year's 
conference will be 
in Wellington, with 
a trip to Zealandia 
on the agenda.
Our congratulations to Isaac 
Conservation and Wildlife Trust's Anne 
Richardson, who was made an Officer of 
the New Zealand Order of Merit in June. 
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Ramsar status for Wairio
Wairarapa Moana, which includes the 
Wairio wetland, has been recognised as 
a wetland of international importance 
under the Ramsar Wetland Convention. 

Wairio has been Ducks Unlimited’s most 
significant, and its most rewarding, 

project over the past 15 years.

Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage, 
in announcing Ramsar’s decision at a 
ceremony at Lake Onoke on August 21, 
congratulated all the partners involved, 
including Ducks Unlimited.

DU Patron Di Stitt's line-up of Labradors, from left, Luka, 7, Dale, 15¾, Dale's son, Rommi, 
11, and Luka's daughter, Raven, 11 months.

p3-8	 Conference & AGM 2020 
This year's conference in 
Gisborne included a trip to 
Nick's Head Station.

p9	 Lockdown's silver lining

p10-11	 Blue Duck Station sojourn

p12-13	 Game cameras 
	The secret world of wildlife

p14	 Kōtuku encounter; 
scholarship awarded

From left: DU Directors Jim Law and Adrienne Bushell, Wellington Regional Councillor 
Adrienne Staples, Defence Minister Ron Mark, and Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage.
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President Ross Cottle welcomed DU 
members to the 46th Conference and 
AGM in Gisborne – the first time it has 
been held there.

He said the turnout was better than 
expected after the Covid-19 lockdown. 
The timing of the conference, on the 
weekend of July 31 and August 1, 
turned out to be fortuitous, with the 
country facing further lockdown 
restrictions from August 11.

Ross thanked Kees and Kay Weytmans 
for organising everything at the 
Gisborne end.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Ross said it had been another relatively 
quiet year of activity, not helped by 
Covid-19.

Wairio continued to be a major focus 
for DU in the Wairarapa. The attempt 
to get a permanent water supply 
from Matthews Lagoon had not been 
very successful, with the wall of the 
diversion canal blowing out last winter.

 It was yet to be reinstated although 
DU hoped it would be completed next 
summer.

DU was still seeking opportunities to 
advocate for wetland construction, and 
the promotion of environmental issues 
where needed.

"Our membership is holding, although 
there is noticeably more grey hair, and 
in some cases no hair at all, showing up 
to events each year," he said.

It was reported at last year's AGM that the 
Board had decided to offer scholarships 
to university students studying in the 
wetland environmental area.

There had been a much slower uptake 

than expected, but in July, 
Adrienne Longuet-Bushell, 
Jim Law and Ross presented 
Victoria University student 
Shannon Bentley with $5000 
to continue her studies in 
carbon sequestration in 
wetlands. 

Ross concluded by thanking 
the Board members for 
their work over the past 12 
months.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Donations have come from 
the Wetland Trust, the Pharazyn Trust 
and Treadwells, and a one-off private 
donation. 

Members' subscriptions and donations, 
along with last year's raffles and 
auctions contributed to the rest of the 
income, Treasurer John Bishop said.

DU accumulated $75,000 for the year 
and, once expenses were deducted, 
it was left with a surplus of $30,765, 
though a big portion of this is 
earmarked for work at Wairio.

John was this year’s Bill Barrett Trophy 
recipient.

WATERFOWL AND WETLAND TRUST

David Smith said that at the end of 
the trust's financial year, which is on 
December 31, it recorded its highest net 
assets at $522,000, but then there was 
Covid-19. 

On March 23, the funds had taken a 
dive of just over $72,000, though this 
was also partly because of Donald 
Trump's trade war with China. 

The trust sat tight and, as at July 22, the 
trust's funds were back to $505,000 as 
sharemarkets recovered much of their 
losses.

Good timing for get-together

Dave West, Alice and Ross Hood, Megan Cushnahan and Julie Candy at the AGM.

Waiting for the AGM to begin are Trish Smart, Patron Di Pritt, David Smith and Fred Bailey.

Ross Cottle opens the AGM, with Neil Candy on 
secretarial duties.

AGM & CONFERENCE 2020
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AGM & CONFERENCE 2020

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Three Board members – Adrienne 
Longuet-Bushell, Gill Lundie and Emma 
Williams – had completed their two-year 
terms. All were re-elected unopposed for 
a further two years. Liz Brook has retired 
from the Board.

WETLAND CARE

DU assisted with two projects this year, 
both in the Masterton area. 

Matt Wyeth, of Spring Valley 
Enterprises, is creating a wetland and 
pond of about 2 hectares which will 
complement the already extensive areas 
created in the past 20 years.

The cost would be more than $10,000, 
and DU would contribute $5000 towards 
it. It was due to be completed but had 
been delayed by Covid-19.

John Murray, of Kainga Mauru Trust, 
has also created an approximately 2ha 
wetland and pond. DU has contributed 
$5000 towards the $10,000 work required 
to do the excavations.

ROYAL SWAN

Will Abel said that sadly, there was 
nothing more to add this year, with no 
swans available.

"The breeding birds we have had over 
the years have departed the scheme, and 
we are having no success in replacing 
them," he said.

"Even our strongest suppliers, Peacock 
Springs, are now needing breeding stock. 
We don’t really have any ideas how to 
reverse the trend as importing birds is 
still not possible."

About 10 pairs had been seen on Henley 
Lake in Masterton, but there was no easy 
way to capture them.

MEMBERSHIP

Ducks Unlimited is stable with 275 
members, of which 80 are non-paying or 
life members. 

Reminders will be sent to those with 
outstanding subscriptions. 

WEBSITE

The website is now mobile-friendly and 
the number of people accessing the site 
through their phones is nearly as high as 
those using desktop computers. 

More copies of Flight magazines have 
been added to the website with 100 
issues now online.

WAIRIO 

Jim Law said the Wairio 
project was moving 
from a development 
stage to maturity. 
The site was being 
visited by more people 
taking advantage of 
the grassed walkway 
around the wetland. 

"Just watch your boots" 
because waterfowl are 
fond of parking up on it, 
he said.

DU continues to work with iwi who will 
be more involved with the management 
of Wairarapa Moana once their Treaty 
settlement is signed. "Our relationships 
with them are very good," Jim said.

Greater Wellington Regional Council 
had taken over responsibility for the 
Matthews Lagoon and Boggy Pond 
reticulation project, but it had failed. 

"We believe it will be fixed this summer." 

There was also debate within GWRC 
about the need for a fish passage at the 
site and this needed to be resolved.

The fantastic partnership with Victoria 
University was continuing, with students 
regularly working on Stage 3 at Wairio. 

In July, the first Wetland Care 
scholarship was presented to a Victoria 
University student. The university also 
has another student who is likely to 
apply for a scholarship in the next two to 
three months.

DU has a five-year Wairio strategy 
which now needs to be updated. Also, its 
management contract with DOC expires 
in December 2021 so next year members 
will be asked about whether to continue 
that contract. 

"There will be less work – we are 
just waiting for the trees to grow, 
some repairs and some planting. Our 
preference is most likely that we would 
continue," Jim said.

Ross applauded Jim's negotiation skills 
in dealing with the different Wairio 
partners.

Di Pritt asked the meeting to record a 
huge vote of thanks to Jim, Ross and the 
Wairio committee for their work. She 
said when they first visited the wetland 
15 years ago, their first reaction was: 
"What are we doing?"

"It was the bleakest place – Siberia had 
nothing on it", and now it is a significant 
wetland, she said.

GENERAL BUSINESS

Fred Bailey asked how to access funds 
for predator control. It was generally 
thought regional councils should be the 
first point of contact. 

Guest speaker Sam Gibson suggested 
contacting DOC's local relationship 
officer to tap into the DOC Community 
Fund and Jobs for Nature funding.

John Cheyne said Hawke's Bay Regional 
Council was the greatest source of 
resources in his region, as well as the 
DOC Community Fund.

Ian Jensen with Sandy Bull and John Cheyne.

Patron Jim Campbell chats to Kay Weytmans.
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DU's trip to a 'magic place'
AGM & CONFERENCE 2020

The wetland at Nick's Head Station at 
Muriwai, south of Gisborne, is a world-
leading example of positive human 
interactions with the land, and of what 
vision and money can achieve.

General manager Kim Dodgshun has 
worked at Nick's Head Station since 
1994, eight years before the current 
owners bought the property. "They 
inherited me and we've worked well as a 
team ever since," Kim says.

When Kim arrived, the land that is now 
the main wetland was being grazed with 
livestock roaming all over, and with 
cows wandering along the beach. "It was 
nothing like it is today."

Early on, Kim had the idea of creating 
a bird reserve on the property and ran 
it past wildlife ecologist and former 
Wildlife Service ranger Sandy Bull. 

The plan, however, hit a snag when the 
owners at the time said they did not 
wish to proceed with something that 
would not produce financial returns.

Undeterred, in 1995 Kim managed to 
obtain a $15,000 Natural Heritage Fund 
grant from the local district council and, 
with Sandy's help, starting trapping. "We 
caught a big polecat down on the beach," 
Kim says. 

They also put up "No shooting" signs – it 
had been a popular duck shooting site, 
fenced off 15 hectares and planted flax 
around the outside. The birds flocked in, 
bringing seeds from other wetlands in 
the area and the plants began to grow. 

The story of the wetland took another 
turn in 2003 when the farm changed 
hands after the Overseas Investment 
Commission approved an application 
from a US billionaire to buy the land, in 
what turned out to be a 12-month-long 
process. 

He had first visited the farm in 2002 and 
embraced Kim's plans to create a wildlife 
reserve.

The final step for the sale was to gain iwi 
approval. Kim says communication was 
the key and once the iwi knew what the 
owner planned to do with the property, 
the deal was approved. 

In response to Kim's plans, the owner 
said, "Let's make this bigger and better", 
and brought out renowned landscape 

architect Thomas Woltz from the US to 
design the wetland, with advice from 
Kim and Sandy.

A previous manager who had farmed 
there for 35 years had set in place the 
foundations to drain the saltwater from 
the low lying areas. He put up a netting 
fence on the beach which collected all the 
driftwood and storm debris, building a 
natural wall with sand. 

Next, he added another fence on top of 
that and planted it out with marran grass 
and other plants. 

Later, in the 1960s, a drain was put in to 
get rid of the remaining saltwater but a 
narrow, shallow channel remained, with 
700 acres of catchment running into it. 
In summer it dried up. The surrounding 
paddocks were all very wet with no 
drainage.

Kim had already planted some native 
blocks but as Thomas Woltz learnt more 
about New Zealand and its trees, "the 
master plan was to revert the land back 
to how it was 700 or 800 years ago, with 
a profitable farming operation, back 
when there were no predators and the 
land was covered in native trees", Kim 
says.

Planting began in earnest in 2003 and 
now there's almost 700,000 natives on the 
property – coastal varieties with "the big 
fellas" – rimu, matai and totara – planted 
among them. 

The wetland project began in 2005 – 
plans were drawn up, the land was 
surveyed and work began, initially with 
six diggers. 

Kim had warned the contractors that 
trucks with wheels and 20-tonne diggers 

Kim Dodgshun explains how the wetland was created.

DU members head along the jetty to hear Kim and Sandy's talks.
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Game cameras reveal secret world

The Moultrie M-50i camera, secured with a 
Python lock.

A grey teal takes a close look at a Ltl Acorn camera; a Moultrie camera set up on a mallard box.

This article is to share the idea of how 
useful game cameras (aka trail cameras) 
are in exploring what is happening at 
your favourite pond or wetland. 

Put a game camera in front of a nest 
box, a ground nest, a trap you’ve set, or 
perhaps at a feeder or roosting log, and 
see what is using it night and day. There 
will be a lot more going on than you 
would credit. 

Using such a camera is an invitation into 
a secret world of wildlife. This increased 
understanding will also help you in 
management decisions about your pond 
and its inhabitants. 

Game cameras take coloured pictures 
during the day when they are set off by 
movement. You can also set them to take 
short videos or a combination. 

These digital images are stored on a SD 
card, so you can download, store and 
share them. 

At night, game cameras switch to infra-
red and you get black and white photos. 
The better types have “black flash” 
which means that not only do critters 
generally not see the flash, but neither do 
humans. 

That can be handy to get repeat candid 
photos, but also to let you know who 
and what is about. 

A flash that cannot be seen reduces the 
risk of theft as does camouflaging the 
camera and/or buying either a lockable 
security cable or metal “bear-box” for it. 

The bear-box has to be unlocked to get 
at the attaching screws, though these 

boxes are often a bit pricey. A lockable 
braided cable, which I prefer, can be 
looped around a tree trunk or fence post 
and back through moulded slots in the 
camera housing. 

A camo-finish camera and cable are 
easier to conceal than shiny, plain-finish 
ones. In some cases, you will need to 
import to get what you want. 

Game cameras seem to all have the same 
¼-inch-20 UNC thread in their base to 
accept any camera mount, or even a 
makeshift mount you have made using 
the same bolt and some wood. 

This allows you to position the camera 
right next to such things as nest boxes, 
even if a handy tree isn’t nearby. 

Any movement sets off a photo and it 
might be the grey teal making sure the 
inside of the box is empty before risking 
getting in. 

Or it might be an interaction between 
a pair of ducks and a would-be nest 
competitor. 

It might also be an interloper such as a 
sneaky myna bird, trying to take over 
the nest box. The camera records the 
time and date so you can get a picture 
(pardon the pun) of what is about and 
when. 

Some duck activities, such as preening 
on an installed roosting log, seem to only 
happen at night. And what is that on the 
log? OMG, it’s a water rat!

You’ll be surprised to observe feral cats 
you never see in daylight or the stoat 
you never caught passing by your trap. 

You’ll certainly reappraise how many of 
these vermin are around and what your 
trapping effort should be to counter this.

I found, for instance, possums reaching 
in and helping themselves to my rat baits 
in a home-made poison box. It didn’t 
seem to do them much harm either. 

A change of bait might have fixed that, 
but instead I added a baffle that meant 
the possum's arm just wasn’t long 
enough any more. You might say they 
were baffled!

Seeing a stoat go past a trap is pretty 
annoying, but it starts you thinking; 
why? Perhaps a better technique is 
required. 

For instance, a little turned-over soil by 
the trap entrance suggests rabbits have 
been burrowing and is a good attractant. 

Rubbing a little of this soil in your 
hands will help hide human scent before 
handling the trap or bait. Stoats and 
weasels aren’t particularly afraid of the 
sight of humans, but for some reason 
they are very wary of our scent.

Auckland-Waikato Fish & Game wildlife manager 
John Dyer has discovered a secret world of wildlife.
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We deliver and advocate for effective wetland 
restoration, development, research and education; and 
support the preservation of threatened waterfowl and 

the ethical and sustainable use of wetlands. 


