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wetland care
NEW ZEALAND

Our business is to harmess community, business and government
resources to restore and develop lost wetland areas within New
Zealand.

Wetland Care members recognise that wetlands are vital 1o the
wellbeing of the environment. acting as huge ecological sponges by
soaking up pollutants and filtlering waler before 1t reaches streams,
rivers, lakes. aquifersand the sea.

Our initiatives focus on matters as far-resching as sroundwater
replenishment, flood control nutricnt and contsminant mansgement
and climate change — zll cobocal factors for the conservanion of
freshwater and saltwater wetlands and marshes

We want to preserve and conserve the flora and fanna of our most
endangered ecosystem so that vibrant wetlands src our legacy to
[ulure generations.

Funding for projects comes from the Waterfow! and Wetlands Trust
which was established by Ducks Unlimited New Zealand Inc in
1991, as well as membership, donations and corporate memberships
such as thal from Banrock Station Wines.

Central to Wetland Care New Zealand’s mission is forming
parinerships with people and organisations with similar sims. An
example is Banrack Station Wines who place the Wetland Cars
New Zeualand logo on their wine bottles distributed in New Zealand.
In return, Banrock contribute a fee, which Is based on each bottle
sold, to Wetland Carc New Zealand.

Money from this partership has been given 1o wetland conservation
projects done by:

Ducks Unlimited Operation Pateke

Port Charles release 2005 at Coromandel
Henley Trust, Masterton

Kaurori Wildlife Ssnctuary, Wellington
Kitchener P’ark, Feilding

Manawatu Estuary Trust. Foxton
Mangaonce Wetland, Raetihi

Masterton Intermediate School, Masterton
Steyning Trust, Hawkes Bay

Travis Wetland Trust. Christchurch
Wairio Wetland. South Wairarapa

Wetland Trust New Zealand, Rangiriri
Waitakere Branch of Forest and Bird, West Auckland
Yellow-eved Penguin Trust, Dunedin

For further information, please contact:
William Abel - Director, Wetland Care
New Zzaland, phone 04 478-4335.

Generous Donation to
Wetland Care NZ

William Abel Director of Wetland Care NZ, has sent Flight
a letter dated 18 November 2006, which he was delighted
10 receive lrom the Whangarei Native Forest and Bird
Protection Society (In¢). The Society’s Seeretary/
Treasurer, PF. Collier, writes:

Dear Sir

Our Society wishes to make a donation of $2.000 to
your Trust in order for you to continue with your good
work in preserving wetlands for NZ native birds,
P.F. Collier

Secretary/Treasurer

William reports that this letler was received following a
visit to Murray and Lais Tapps’ wetlands in Whangarei.
I1e says that he is very grateful and wishes our members to
know of this act of generasity,
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Schoolchildren adopting kiwi

[n October, two new Adopt-a-Kiwi schools and one kindergarten
took on the challenge of supporting their own adopted kiwi in the
wild, reports Pukaha Mount Bruce. A female North Island brown
kiwi called Willamina was flown from Christchurch to Palmerston
North on the moming of § September and released into the forest
the same afternoon. She was the fourteenth North Island brown
kiwi to be released into the forest as part on the ongoing restoration
project.

Willamina was named and adopted by the Wairarapa Montessori
School in Masterton who attended the release and watched as she
left captivity to begin a new life in the forest. DoC staff have since
tracked her down in the forest (o check she has adapted to forest
life. Suffice ta say she is doing well.

On 20 Scptember, Greytown Kindergarten children witnessed their
adopted kiwi being released into the wild after having raised 361 45
towards sponsoring a hectare at Pukaha Mount Bruce. Greytown
Kindergarten children were identified by Pukaha Moun! Bruce
Education Officer Chris Day as an Adopt-s-Kiwi Kindergaren afier
hearing about their Krazy Kiwi Day that took place carlier in
September. Mr Day read about their fundraising day, which imvolved
face painting, & conlinugus Morning tea, painting. sinsing. dencins
and much more - all done to raise money for the restoration of the
forest.

The children from Greylown Kindergarten were very lucky in
that their kiwi was none other than Rangi, the female Kiwi previously
seen hy tens of thousands of visitors in the nocturnal house.

The children were thrilled to see Rangi, an established breeding
bird, released into the wild and for most, it was the first time they
had ever seen a live kiwi. The children formally presented their
cheque for $61.45 on 20 October and all received certificates in
recognition of their efforts.

‘Wa Ora Montessori School from Lower Hutt have also sdopled a
kiwi in the past month, with the release having taken place on
Monday 16 October, bringing the lotal number of wild kiwi to
sixizen birds altogether. They very fittingly chose to name their
kiw1 Tane. The nine-month-old male now joins his parents, Rangi
and Tea, who were the previous breeding pair from the nocturnal
house and released the week before.

All schools will be presented with DVD films which featurc closc
up Tootage ol their kiwi und of the actual releasc into the forest as
2 special momento of the occasion. The Iilm also enables those
students, teachers and parents who were not forrunate enough to
witness the event to have the opportunity 10 experience the releasc
for themselves,

Pukaha Mount Bruce website www.mthruce. org.nz

Guided walks over summer

10:30am-12 noan (includes takahe talk]
2pm- 3.30pm (includes kaka feeding and talk]

As we get closer to summer months and the achviy = the forest continues to build, visitors are encauraged to take
advantage of the guided walks on offer Guic=d walks brng the experience to life for visitors as experienced
rangers offer a weaith of information 200Ut c2otve species, recovery and breeding programmes as well as
interesting tips on flora and fauna. For visfors misresiac in heanng about some of the history of Pukaha Mount
Bruce and conservation in New Zealand. 2 guided walk s 2 must.

Guided walks are available every Saturcay. Suncay =na cunng public holidays at the following times:

Guided walks are only $15pp including entrance f==s or $45 family.

Exclusive Twilight Tours

In the still warmth of the early evening, the birds of Pukahs Mosmt
Bruce come out to play, From | November 2006 10 30 Apeil 2007,
when the crowds have gone home at the end of the day. groups of 20
or more people will once again have exclusive access to the forest,
and the undivided attention ol our knowledgeable guides.

As part of a twilight tour/dinner package. guests will be sbie o
¢njoy inside and outside dining, delicious food and esprasso cofies.
The deck of Café Takahe offers expansive views of the forest. and
guests will cxperience the ambicnec of a forest as it comes 1o ife m
theevening.

This year dinner packages and twilight tour prices range from 320
to $60 per person,

Far bookings contact (106) 375 8004 ar email

infol@mtbruce.org.nz.

Can’t see the birds for the trees?
In response to recent visitor feedback, the Pukaha Mount Bruce
visitor scrvices team is trialling an identification sheel to éncourage
visilons 1o ook for birds in the wild, as well as those in captivity. As
bhird populations increase, so too do the opportunitics to scc wild
birds such as rilleman, grey warbler, lomlit, tui and of course the re-
introduced kaka. Visitor feedback and ideas will then be incorporated
in the design of an identification tool that will be available 1o all
visitors in the future,

e

Wairarapa Chapter’s Annual
Clay Target Shoot.

This year, the
Watrarapa chapter held
its annual Clay Target
Shoot at Jamesand Di
Martin’s placc
‘Wiatawa’ just north of
Mariinborough. James
and Di are pictured at
right during the
Conference in Julv.

James and DI Martin

60 shooters attended, The Top Gun was Gary Dickens, Top
Lady was Havley Bright and Top Junior, Damian O°[eary.

Peter Harvey Memorial Trophy for most improved shooter
was awarded to Damian O° Leary.

Winner of the Shotgun was Philip Wyeth,

The Manawatu won the Chapter Challenge over the Wairarapa
by a reasonable margin, réports President Ross Cottic. “Our
thanks go to our major sponsor Wairarapa Hunting & Fishing™,
he added.

A most enjoyable day!



Our Datros

Quarrying into conservation
DU Patron Emphasises focus on
“what is already there”

Peacock Springs and the famous [saac Salmon Farm are part ol un
immense swathe ol conservation vutside Christchurch and adjacent
to the airport.

Lady [saac. patron of Ducks Unlimitad, was at work there st her
vrganisativn’s offices when Flight called late last year.

The ollice is on part of the 3.000 acres that Lady 1szac describes as
3 “conservation park’. She does net hold with the conventional
view of land posscssion. believing instead that the so-called owner
merely controls it, perhaps lor their lifetime.

“Nobody actually owns i1,” points out Lady Isaac.

As patron, she is happy now with the progress of Ducks Unlimited,
believing it to be on the correct course in “allocating money that can
be usefully used through other peoples’ work.™

Lady isaac 15 plessed that Ducks Unlimeed no longer follows 2
policy of acquiring {and in order to tum it inte = wetland. Inszead.
she believes thar the organization must contings o s present path
of focusing on “enhancing what is alresdy thee ™

Lady Isaac; who was brought
the very few peoplcanvwherc inth
has followed such a large tract of land through so o
transformations: from its original state. throug 1
application, and then through 1o its present manifesiation as a
conscrvation park.

ned Kinedom_ i

vironmental moverment whe

an ing

The fand was originally acguired for quarrving the stane required hy

r

£ oy Isanc pecnares e her Bocrdroom

et hashend the bee S Ned o's sveamne s oo m=orwraee
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As the exvavations progressed so did the
extent of the conceprt as it became apparent
thul & lurge sublermansan Waler resource was
present with strata producing a large flow of
very pure water, It was this that led to
Peacock Springs, where excavated ground
wauld he transformed by creating lakes and
ponds in association with re-grassing and wee
planting. Tt would also lead in 1984 1o the
establishing of the Isaac Salmon Farm widely
known for ifs rescarch and development in
the whole sphere of fish cultivation.

Lady Isaac s salmon farm general munager Michae! Field-Dodyson i an
authoriny on geosmin, a pectliarity of cultivated salmaon,



Freshwater science holds key
to water quality improvement

Intermational and national freshwater experts were in Rotorua in
November, discussing new lechnology, research and issues in
freshwaters. The New Zealand Conference of Freshwater
Sciences convener, Professor David Hamilton of Waikate University

said, “Major themes in conference sessivns have largeted many of

the critical issues confronting treshwater resources in New Zealand.

including didyme invasions, lake watcr quality and availability of

water in dry regions of the country. An open community forum
focuscd on lake water quality will cater for smong community interest
in water guality of Lakes Rotorua and Taupo, and offers an
opportunity for lively debate on how to manage competing the
pressurcs and interests that influence lake water quality™

Present also was Professor Alan Tildrew from the Universas
London, an intcmationally renowned cxpert in stream coology
Freshwater Sciences Sociery President Neil Deans sad “Rowrua
is aregion which both depends on high quality freshwater resources
and is grappling with major issues in freshwatsr manasement
particularly of its lakes. Researchers prediceed some of the cumem
issucs decades ago, but thelr message was oot addsessed by most
authorities at that time. Now the costs af clean gpars m the i=ns of
millions of dollars. Similar issues exis: throushom the couniry. esher
of water quality or quantity, or blosscunty,

maintaining the guality of our .ruhuat:r 1n the face of
intensification of land use will need to be employed, or we will necd
to set and hold to the linmits of resource use. This requires ongoing
mvestment in rescarch and cnvironmental monitoring to prevent
and address pollution or we will have 1o accept environmental
dcgradation. There arc some exciting technological or engineering
develapments which can assisl in remedialion, but, as always,
prevention is better than cure.”

For further mformation please contact Professor David Hamilton
an (1211357288 from 27 November 2006 or Society Presudent
Neil Deans on 0274394351 anviime

Royal swan release at Henley Lake

A pair of surplus male royal swans were released al Henley Lake
near Masterton this summer:

“Amazingly enough”, reports Ross Cottle. ~a couple of weeks

later another pair of swans flew in from somewhere end have decided
to call Henley Lake home as well . Let's hape they stay™.

Rass Cottle and Tenick Dennison releasing the two swans.

oi
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Turn your garden into a
native bird restaurant with
Forest & Bird

No, we don’t mean you ¢at the birds! Forast & Bird’s display
at Ellerstie International Flower Show in November showed
visitors how they can attract native wildlifc into their own
garden.

Every home gardencr can increase native biadiversity in their
community by creating a wildlife haven in their own backyard,
1o matter how small or urban — and the [riendly and
knowledgeable feam at Forest & Bird's exhibit gave good
examples.

Birds and animals rely on the miniature garden habitats we
create for shelter, nesting and food. Although the limited size of
sardens prevents them from being camplete habitats, il is
surprising how many specics can live in a small space if the
right conditions are created.

Native birds, such as i, bellbird, silvereve and even kereru,
natve butterflies, native skink and gecko, as well as beneficial
msects can all be attracted Lo your garden by offering suitable
Babitat for them to live in and find food,

Froviding a garden haven [or these species helps create healthy
biaciversity, and brings the enjoyment ol their presence — and
besutifal birdsosg - to homes and communities.

Visitors 0 Forest & Bird's site at Ellerslie were shown how 1o

- Plant nanve wess. shrubs, ground covers and grasses

that atiract pative wildlife with their flowers, [uit and

nectar

- Plant lists show how to planz for year-round food sources

for native birds.

- Supplement the namural nectar sources {such as flax and

kowhai llowers) of nectar-feeding birds with an attractive

sugar watcr feeder, and bird *mufting’,

- Build lizard and invericbrate “hotels’ from rocks, logs

and driftweod.

- Incorporate threatened plant species into garden designs.
2{¥* ol'our native plants arc threatened with extinction,

but many, such as kakabeak, thrive as garden plants.

- Eco-source plants to grow plants sourced from local

wild arigins. By planting (hese forms gardeners can keep

local diversity alive.

- Avoid planling specics that can turn out to he invasive

pests. Find out which environmentally fricndly altematives

gardeners can plant to replace these bio-nasties,

- Eliminate animal pests such as rats and possums, and
make sure pets don’t prey on native wildlifc.
- Use eco-fricndly altematives to poisonous chemicals,

- Planit native hedges, or a native lawn — it will require less
mowing and watering and produce interesfing texture and
flowers.

- Plant native deciduous trees 1o provide garden shade in
suymmer and let in light in winter.

Contaci: Forest & Bivd Communications Officer - Markeling
and Promotions, Laura Richardy 021 988 315



Hunting in Uruguay
Report by Neil Candy

Twelve manths of planning, flights confirmed, bags
packed, Uruguay here we come. Graham Gurr, Dave
Johnston, Richard Dobbinson, Ross Hood and Neil

Candy.

All set ta leave, but no one twid Agrolineas Argenting this was the
plan. We finally departed Auckland eisht hours late inside a very
crowded a¢roplane and wmived Buenos Aires sl approximatcly
9.30pm local time. Hzaving missed our connecting flight and hote!
bookings the airline cventually arranged accommodation in BA. We
piled inlo- two taxis and embarked on a bair-raising tour of BA by
night. | am fully convinced that the waffic police don’t exist in
Argentina, because we travelied at speeds of up te 130kph down
the motarway anc not much less through the side streets, our
drivers talking to cach other on cell phones the whole time. When
we [inally reached our hotel we were parched and famished, It is
amazing haw good pizza and beer can be at 02.00am.

Next day we were met at Montevideo airport (Uruguay) and after
fitling in hunting permits we were driven to Mercedes, aboul three-
and-a half hours away. The countryside was flat to gently rolling,
with much ol it undeveloped o our eves, Dave I's cves were
lighting up with prospects of developing dairy farms and speaking
Spanish.

Al the estancia we hired our sholguns (mainly Berretta 20-gauge
under-and-overs) and embarked on our first evening hunring doves.
We surrounded their roost and shat at wave alier wave of birds for
two hours. The shooting was fast and farious (if not very accurate)
and the guns were red-hot. Man it was fun! There were five very
happy Kiwis.

Day two saw us upland game hunting for perdiz. This bird is larger
than a quail bul smaller than & hen pheasant but just as quick as
both of them. Huating over a Britiany spaniel these little guys
would explode out of their hiding places and go in all directions.
even straight back over the dog and shooters about three metres off
the ground. We were hunting about 10 minuytes drive [rom the
estancia, seme of ts hunting on rough serub country and others on
grassy farmiand. Over & two-hour period the three groups bagged
hetwesn 20 and 30 ofthese speciacular birds each (Not telling how
many shells were fired. bot ask Graham somenme?) The evening
shoot was pass-shooting for doves, pigeon, parskests and sovilang
else brave enough 1o fiv past.

Day three and we were up in the dark forz hig three-course breakfast
then off duck-hunting. No mailards to shool, bul rusy bills, Brezilin
teal, silver teal, white-faced tree duck. com duck and brown pintail.
It is u little disconcerting hecause none of them quack so we didn’l
hear them coming (the best cxcusc I can think of). The lake covered
about 60ac bul was only knee-deep right across. which Lells you
how flat the countryside is. The bird boys (guides) were

New Members:

Colin Stewart. Masterton
Adam Wyeth, Masterton
Ienning [owmand, Auckland
Martin Askes, Tauranga

Jamie Munn, Palmersion North
Lyn Watson, Palmerston North
Yuri Fyic, Waikanac

Simon Lusk, Havelock North
Jane Donald, Featherston

disappointed in the number of ducks, as it was lare in the scason,
and recent heavy rain had dispersed them, but we still thoroughly
enjoved aurselves. The afternoon decision — dove shooting or perdiz
hunting? The exeiting perdiz won hands dowr.

Up at 04.30am for breakfast and then 2 1 1/2 hour trip north
towards PPaysandu to go duck-hunting. Very [oggy all day. Reminded
me of Reporoa and the Waikato. Spent all moming duck-hunting on
a farge shallow lake. Our maimai consisted of a branch or two
pushed into the water in front of us and a scrubby tree behind.
(Ours was one of the goad maimais). For lunch we all adjourncd to
a nearhy town and startled the locals. Many gringos in camaouilage
clothing invading the anly restaurant in town. Chicken steaks. wine.
zood company; this is how duck-hunting should be. We spent (he
afternoon back at the lake scaring a few more ducks and pigeons.

Still foggy next moming and we were off to a local dairy farm to
hunt perdiz again. Love hunting thesc little fellows. The farm was
very well managed (the owner had trained at Lincoln University)
so we had a good talk about the different aspects of farming there
verses here. Two hours hunting and ncarly 50 perdiz latler we Jeit
for the lodge and a traditional Uruguayan BBQ lunch, meat, meat
and more meat

Our last moring was speat duck hunting on a littie marshy creek
bed. about 4 metres wide. The ducks were coming in very low. not
even a metre off the ground. and from all angles. This was
disconcerting, but very cxciting. We were twisting and rurning - |
ncarly wore my neck vut.

Rack 1o the lodge to pack, say.our farewells and head for Montevideo.
This was 2 hunting trip we all thoroughly enjoyed, and will remember
for a long, long time: | would highly recommend it to any keen
hunter. Great value Tor money and a tremendous time.

Graham Gurr is organising anothcr tnp for 2007, for more
information contact him on iblishing.ca.nz with
Uruguay in the subject line.

SEE PHQTOS ON PAGE 9

Richard Dabhinson holds a perdiz

Wanted

one pair of Mandarin Ducks,

phone Sharon on

09 833 6363 evenings,
or cellphone 025 989 597




CANADIAN ADVENTURE

v
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First day s bag of Canada Geese in Alberra rec

ones wandering avound the side! See story page 1 Phoso & S AN
oD frome & jriemd of Graham Gurr s in South Dakora,

a_ o US4
Thes o5 wtaw yowr farm pord looks like when 10,000 snow
geese drop bv onth eir migralion!

While trying to catch 2 swan oo Jim Campbell s pisce pets Masserton, Jim got stuck in the mud in the
pond and was slowly sinkins HeSad fobepelisd casand the ghoto shows Ross Cottle mhmg him out.

The swan is stifl laughing.... Swan 1. lim nil.

URUGUAYAN ADVENTURE

Five men go a-hunting.. Ross Heod. Graham Gurr, Neil Candy.,
Richard Dobbinson and Dave Johnston outside the Estancia near
Mercedes in Urugliay. See story page 7.
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Jovee Brooks
Ducks Unlimited’s
Champion Raffle Seller

Jovee Brooks

Joyce Brooks of Greytown, married for the
past 56 years to long-time DU member and
Greytown identity Roger Brooks, has been
quictly and cfficiently sclling Ducks
Unlimited raffle books over the years - this
year an astonishing 73 books. As
mientioned on the back page of this issue in
the article carrying the résults, Joyce Sold
the winning ticket for the 23-inch Real Flat
TV, and on top of all this. she sold thres of
the 10 prize-winning tickets. When asked
by Flight how she did if. sunny-pamred
Joyce just smiled cnigmatically and said, 71
have my chienis,” She says that “the people
around here are 50 good - [ just come up to
them and every year they buy them from
me.” Well, Joyce obviously has a huge
amount of friends and family, with her
family having inhabited Greytown for
many generations. Joyce's contribution of
her time, cffort. paticnce and good
refationships in the community has greatly
benefifed the Ducks Unlimited NZ coffers,
and she is ta he warmly congratulated.

Whio News

Riparian plantings provide blue duck roost habitat

A study of blue duck {whio) roosting hakits has shed new light on the ability-of mixed land use 1o
provide habitat for the endangered bird. This stady. which highlights the importance of maintaining
riparian habitat, showed that the blue duck is much more adaptable in using various fypes of
vegetation for roosting thanwas previously thought.

Blue duck are usually found in native forest streams and are an indicator of high quality river

Blue ducks - photo by Brenda Baillie

provided additional roost habitat.
The surveys showed that the blue duck were
opportunistic and would roost in a wide
varicty of places. but no matter what they
used, all the roosts had two featurcs in
common, The roost siles were located at, or
very close to, the walers edge and they all
provided overhead and lateral cover, This
cover is important for security from aerial
predators, hiding young, shelter, rest and
sieep.
Riparian vegetation provides a dual role in
supplying roost habitat for blue ducks, The
raot systems of live trees along the bank
edge provide stable undercut bank lor
shelter. Dense, overhanging vegetation
pravides simitar cover. The riparian forest
also delivers large structaral pieces of wood
to the river system. the logs and log jams
and large root plates providing roost habitat
for blue ducks. In areas that have becn
surveved for 2 mumber of yvears. some roost
sites were fevoursd by blue daxck aad used
repeatedly from voar fo yoar whceas ofaess
wonid only be usaionce
Roost habatat 5 only one of the sssesenl
require
results of this s
included inevalu
for th¢ protcction, manzgement
enhancement of blue duck populations
This example illustrates how habitat of
remnant native species can potentially be
cxtended onto privatc property through
crealing ecological ‘corridors’ that support
greater biodiversity.

AN

These lovely photos
are of a shy DU
member s work on
his wetlands.

And his name is Jack.
Place: begins with
Wai...

systems. ITowever, the study revealed that in river
systems where blue duck populations already
exist, they can be found in areas of adjoining
mixed land use as long as there is suitable. high
guality, habitat. This means that cxofic riparian
plantings may provide good quality roosting sites,
not just native vegetation.

An cxample of this is the Takaputshi River in the
Eastern North Isiand, In areas where native
ripanian vegelation was scaree, overhead cover
provided by willows growing along the stream
edge were the key raost sites. (Mther exotic species
such as large radiata pine root mats and hawthom

Observing the blue ducks - photo by Brenda
Baillie

Brenda Baillie works for Ensis and Andrew
Glaser is with DoC. We thank Treegrower
magazine for this story.

Spoonbill ducks ahéve, phote Hinlly
contribured and waken by Gl Somows, o5 Ser
Stoney (Jaks Wildlde Park




Ducks Unlimited Canada -

a true success story

by Ron Petrie
The Leader-Post Wire Services, Mortluch

People, it is said, are Saskatchewan’s greatest export, and that's
truc, melaphorically. Economically, a stronger casc could be made
for wheat, potash, canola, or ail.

Rut fiterally?

1et’s try ducks. Just for today: In the sloughs and potholes of the
PPrairics. pariicularly of Saskatchewan, millions of the birds hatch
and grow every summer, réplenishing the needs of sports and
tourism all the way down the gut of North America, [rom the
Dakotas to the Louisiana bayous. What's great — greatest? —
ahout waterfowl as an international cxport is: No shipping costs,

Ducks are a self-propelled commadity. A late-fall chance for one
last Jook at the mallards as they gather in pre-flight preparation for
migration is what has drawn Michacl Champion of Ducks Unlimited
and me out here to the northem edge of the Missouri Coleau in the
R.M. of Wheatlands.

Hunters we're not, Unless cameras and binoculars count. both of
us are unarmed. We're in jeans and windbreakers. not camouflage
nor hipwaders, and we’re stomping, not skulking, across our first
stop, a duck pasture, Technically. it's a cow pasture, and a finc onc,
but actually the land belongs to the ducks. Not that we're likely
spot any ducks. Or cows, this time of the year,

I"'mconfused. Again.

Once more Champion explains. One of aboul 2,300 Ducks Unlimited
Canada projects in Saskatchewan, this one, the Breton property,
was purchased and seeded for spring grazing by the cattle normally
kept at the adjacent 31,000-acre Val Jean Community Pasture. Tn
remarn. the communily pasture reserves a porfion of its land for
ducks, kesping livestock off until the hatch is complete in early

From the Waikato

July. Mallards gain new habitat, the caule see fresh grazing range,
and meanwhile a bit of pressure is taken off the old community
pasture grasses.

Ducks helping cows helping ducks.

In his seventh vear with Ducks Unlimited brokering deals for
habitat preservation, Chumpion is particularly fond of the Breton
pasture, not only for its creativity, but also for its complexity
and Scope.

“Working with the communily pastures has stengthened our
parmership with the provincial govemment.” he says. “Buteven
maore important is the facl that we’re dezling with so many
producers from {he community pasture.”

Winning the support and confidence of ranchers and farmers s
key. Since its first marsh preservation ncar Kinistina in 1938,
Ducks Unlimited has had a typical marriage — ups and downs,
times for bettcr and times for warse  with this part of the
world’s single-most influential fricnd and foe of waterfow!, the
private landowner:

As one of 70 provincial employees of Ducks Unlimited, (he
Moose Jaw bom-and-raised Champion hits the road out of the
Regina office as 2 go-between. putiing to work not anly his two
passions, agriculturc and nature, but also his education in
agriculture [rom the University of Saskatchewan, specialized in
grasses and ecology.

] have the greatest job in the world,” he says of the carcer
opportunity, a perfect [it, that came his way after a briel stint
with the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool. Champivn has worked on
programs that pay farmers to convert grainland to forage; (hat
help cover a farmer’s income shortfall, il any, between a crop of
spring wheat and the more duck-triendly winter wheat.

Jack Worth has sent this item from the Hamilton Fish snd Game Association which reports thal:

“I ake Cameron. situated behind the Gostions Restaurantat Rukuhia
_.is making cxcellent progress. In reeent times, safety rails have
been installed on the bridges, the reserve surrounding the lake has
been fenced, largely but not entirely on the boundary and most
grey-willow in and around the margin of the lzke has been felied,
The reserve area around this Take is refatively large - and whilsta
small area has already been planted therc is a huge job left to be
finished. We have just received a Honda Grant through Environment
Waikato (EW) that will allow a further 3000 trees to be planted.
Some help is fortheoming from locals, bul a great deal has so far
been done by this Club (Hamilton Fish and Game) the Department
of Conservation and Environment Waikato. There is 2 need sull to
install scveral major silt traps and of course in order to control
water levels in the lake, the obligutory weir™.

Tn this same newsletter the editorial started as follows;
“My dad always uscd the old adage ‘all things in moderation’.
During my hunting life, the cry from the masses has been : the

hunting season starts at the wrong time. Famous hunter and
administtrator Tom O’Connor always railed about the season

S

starting too late - his view being that ‘dirty weather came
(regularly) at the end of April’. “That’s when the season should
start”, he always said. Many others observe that a later start
would incvitably increase the chances of extrs hydration (rain).

Personal observation over a long period has led me to note a very
predictable pattem i the Waikato weather. Our ‘spring’ cnds
between Christmas and 10 January. Thisis followed by summer
drought, which can end i n March but regularly continues well
into May. The big wet comes (nearly) every year between 6 and
10 Junc - cxactly at the time the Pacific Oscillation moves away
from our shores. Then the ducks that we chased away carly in
May arrive back in droves, Occasionally, there is an exveption
and we saw it this vear - a very large amount of very early
aumimn rain. These dream conditions that would deliver (s sky
darkened by the shadows of) great mobs of waterfow] cueing up
tor fand In our ponds. rivers, lakes.”

Thanks, Jack. - Ed.



Alberta Canada, a hunting trip to remember

Report by Graham Gurr_

“ITi, can you tell me where to get the shuttle for the NISK U inn,” |
asked the attendant. “Nisku,” he said repeating my pronunciation.
I had suid Nisku as in Manaku. “Oh, you mean the Niski.” Only he
said niscooow,

Welcome to Canada, another country with which we share a common
language, if only we could understand what we were saving to each
other.

Ir September 2005 Craig Worth and [ had travelled to Edmanton to
hunt with Blaine Bumns of Tofield, Alberiz, for ducks and geesc.
Finding our hotel at 0100 a.m. was the first of many interesting
events ahead of us over the next fow days.

Blainc had arranged for us tw be picked up the next day and
transported to Teficld, by one of his guides. It was a Sunday and
change-over day for clients, so we settled inte the lodge and met the
other ¢lients as they amrived over the course of the aftermoon.

Blaine came highly recommended by our friends at Ducks Unlimited,
he was for many vears a waterfow! biologist for them in Alberta.
Ie arranged for us 1o go scouting with a couple of his guides for the
early evening. We cavered a lol of territory looking for birds and the
fields they were using. Once found, a personal call to the farmer
nearly always resulled in an invitation to come and shaot as many
as you are allowed. (I"ve rephrased that slightly for those of you
not used to the ravages of several thousand ducks descending on a
half harvested field ol peas.)

Next moming before any reasonable person would be awake, we
drove out into the dark on our [irst hunt, Blaine was to be our guide.
but before we could get to where we were going we had to mect up
with one of his scouts who had found a harvested pea [i2]d being
used by some ducks aboul an hour away from the lodge. Getting 1o
the correct field required quite a lot of ¢ross-couniry driving. which
in the dark was quile an adventure. Eventually we arrived and set
out the decoys. Two dozen full-budy goosc decoys and several
dozen mallard shells. Blaine set up the blinds; we had individual
lay-out biinds, which we had to cover with vegetation before being
shown the correct way to get in and out. They had very comformble
seats that allowed vou to [ay back and flaps, which covered you To
shoat all you had t do was sit up. The flaps were sprung
snapped back as soon as they were opened sbout 3 third
You ¢ould s¢¢ what was happening through the covers. wi
gauze panels in the flaps, the sides cut the wind and o
kept you dry, so they were warm and cozy, Craig and T w o
impressed with them we carried one cach back o  New Zealand at
the end of our wip

The ducks started before itwas light, but legal shooting time. The
first ones had set their wings and were in the decoys before anyone
was ready. The next lot was coming in as the first landed, Blaine
called the shol. “Take *em!” we sat up in unison and five scmi autos
with three shots cach let rip. Ducks were falling everywhere. Matlard
and pintail, Blaine’s black lab made swift work of recovering the

slain. We settled back in the blinds, but not for long - the honk-honk
ol Canada geese came clearly. Blaine gotthem settled and coming in
our direction with 4 few calls, As a skein of Canada geese loomed
mnto view over the decoys the call “Take “em!” sounded and the
rapid fire of the autos did the rest. Craig on my right had a double,
I had one and as the geese swung over the Icft end of the row of
blinds our companions, three good ol hoys from Tennessee, showed
us how it was done. It rained geese. Once again Blaine’s dog did the
hard work and retrieved. Ducks and geese tumed up at regular
intervals for the next hour. Blaine counted and recounted the ducks
and geese. We were allowed eight ducks and eight peese each. When
the duck count reached 39, Blaine said that the next ducks were all
mine but to only shoot one. Two swung through the decoys and 1
tracked one with the gun, as I shot the other overrook it, but only

one fell, much to my reliel, We had 40 ducks and 20 geese for the
moming.

Back to the lodge for breakfast, A real freat, as were all the meals.
Fran was in charge ofthe cooking and she was brilliant. She used 10
own the local restaurant and had retired to work as a cook on the oil
deveiopments in Alberts, She made the best meals I've everhad in
a duck camp. Her biscuits {scones) were easily the best I've ever
caten, They were so good [ had her show me how she makes them.
The secret was buttermilk.

We had been so successful for the morning our evening hunt was
cancelied, as we only needed 8 fow more geesc cach to limit out for
the day.

Next moming we got up and did it atl again. This time it was a field
the geese were using, the Iay-out blinds proving fo be deadly as
they were so low to the ground and ance covered in vegetation so
almost impossible to sce. With good decoy placement the geese
land at your fget, Once again [ight afler light came into the decoys:
These really were stupid geese. I've hunted them further south in
Washington and South Dakota and by they time they arrived there
they have wised up to hunters, With the birds in Alberta we were
probably the first hunters they had seen. At one stage Craig had
three dead in (ke sir with three shots. I had a double out of the same
mob and the good of® boys took their share. We stopped a few
short of the limit.

We went out for an evening hunt, well it would have been an
evening hunt but the ducks started to ammive before we Bad the
decays set up. They just kept coming and we were dropping them
as quickly as they arrived. [ tried to take photographs of the action
but my point and shoot camera was not up to the sk All oo
soon it was over, and sull daylight

Craigand I had in total five days. Most days we wonld
cﬂher ducks ‘or geese. The best davs wers wics wc
both. morning and evenins A 220 2fer bramch s
c*-mm: bamt
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For more information contac
gurr@halcyonpublishing.co.nz
irip to Uruguay for July 2007.

Guide Mwray, Craig U erth and Grahan sz’




Manawatu Chapter’s Big Day Out -
reported by Tony and Betty Simpson

A full bus, a fun driver. Neil and Julie Candy as trip
|eaders - sounds like a recipe for a good day out.

The Manawatu chapler visited three wetlands south and
west of Palmerston North in lafe November observing a
varicty of habitat and wildfow ! with each wetland having
ils own character.

First port of call was the fascinating sand country “Sole

hole’ of Dave and Anne West. {Ses photo belaw s
(‘ampletc with camouflage hach and good shootss
possics; as well as cxcellent breedine places. W wes
trealed to nine dxﬂerem varicty of widiow! - &=l
shoveler. parudise sheldrsie :;akr‘ £y, OOt SRR
Cinada geese with litile "ons m o 22 debcack Dwe
is not sure of this_ but focis the debcinck ol heSRoSe
beaver family and come =p =ndés  Sunlk o SeW oy
secratively

On to Te Haken soesh of Levis -an ol s=mpme soend
of Neil's (' e iz wr wors i amowy e morT

acres of “ufer Pome” COUEETY m-mmhndandcoast
The local e wits 5 belo of omsade funding, arc trying
£ zeawe G weshnd
The sotrs of bimem and vists from Royal spoonbill
E=ve besn == encouragement.

Ty

New Zealand working with other countries to

protect endangered albatross and petrel

Also part of 1he buffer 7eme & the coesisi Bl = s=my that mns from
Walkanae 10 north of Wansass § 3k= Henoes &= oo of those lakes TS
‘Paradise Foumd fior our very oms Wilkee sad Jao 22

B = # was e 3 repicumst coceyy 30d e ety =i o
o thor dech. ovrrioakong R wesani o e o S bl
T&a:srsgd;—zdﬂﬁtﬁ&ﬂ—q
A Gl sask oo -sSScray Ve E
uunM‘&ﬁ*:ﬁmd
e Swo—s aivse mm-ms cenedr T oy S dhose wtching - 00t S0
Sy ir Sosr oot e celiaereon {thae ssory appeared in the last

Above - Those who kyiow will spot
John Dermer seavching for
something. host William Abel in the
peaked cap and Phil Soler on right -
with apologies to those un-named
DU Manawaru members.

Left - Dave and Anne Wests hach is
seen on the fav shore,

countries in southern temperate latitudes. The same is true for
these other countries, As just onc cxample, the Chatham albatross
breeds here and is considered a native specics in New Zealand.
Tlowever it spends much of its life fecding in the [ lumboldt Current

Members of an intemationu! ireaty to protect southern hemisphere
albatrosses and peirels launched a three-year work plan to secure
the seabirds’ future, at & mecting in Christchurch in November,
reports DoC.

“Of the 28 species of albatross and petrel that ar¢ covered by the
treaty, 18 are native to New Zealand but they spend much of their
lives heyond our jurisdiction,” meeling chair Bill Mansfield of
New Zealand said.

“That's why it is not cnough for New Zealund to take conservation
measures on its own — New Zealand needs the help of all other

and is familiar 1o mariners off Evuador, Peniand Chile”,

Argentina, Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Uruguay, Now Zealand, Australia.
South Africa, Brazil, France, the United States and the United
Kingdom aitended the sccond meeting of the Agreement on the
Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels,

Signatories 10 the agreement have agreed to tackle key threats to
albatross and p\.m,l namely, animal pests at breeding siles,
po!luuon including from eating plastic rubbish, and accidental
capturc in fishing operations.



Wairio Plant Survival Counts

An assessment of plant survival rates in the Wairio wetland
restoration project was sent to the Wairio Wetland Restoration
Committee recently by Don Bell, pictured on right. He writes;

Howard [Egan]'s comments from his inspection of the area in late
September, [ undertack a detailed assessment of survival/mortality
over the aceessible areas on 16 October.
Orverall things Tovk pretty good. We knew somie plants were washed
off the islands and others buried by debris at the high-water marks
following the July [vods, At that ime we also noted the poor
survival of kowhai. Since then, however, the majorily of plant
species has come through well.
‘The few species that performed relatively poorly appeared o have
mOrc exacting site requirements. Most often they failed where water
would have ponded for long periods, vet survived where drainage
was better. Plants with higher than average mornaliy were:
“Sophora microphviia (Kowhai) — 56%
- Pittosporum renuifoliim (kohuhu) 54%
Coproyma robusta (karamu ) 27%.

¢ Lophomyvrius obcordata (Rohuta)  to all appearances maostly
dead, but on close inspection they have shed all leaves and are now
trying to grow new shoots. Hopetully they will come through QK.

I we look at the survival of plants in particular sites (hopefullyv
vou will visualise the arsas [rom my descriptions) the results are:
Just north of the gate: 82% survival. Parts of this area were not pre-
sprayved so many plants were hard o see. Tt also contained a high
proportion ol the rohutu.

Extending onta the siophank: 66% survival, Low-Iving paris of
this arca would have been under water far a considerable period;
even sume [lax vouldn’t handle the conditions. Also debris wash
was a problem at the high-water mark.

Over by the remnant kahikates, totara, kowhai: 73% survival. Again
plans in the lower spots fared worst and there was & lot of debris
drupped in 8 couple of higher spots.

The islands (could only access the three nearest the track): 93% of
those not washed away survived. Same plants look & bit sick, duc
lo sund build-up; whilst others had pamt of their roots expased
where sand had washed away.

Weeds

Other than by the gate, the
sprayed spots were still guite
visible in the drier sites, but
increasingly invaded by clover,
rhizomatous grasses, dock and
dandelion in wetter areas. One
or two localised areas of
blackberry were showing signs
of rejuvenation as well.

On Wednesday 18 October 1
took advantage of the rarc
windless day lo release spray
around all mainland plants, using
a mix of Roundup “Transord’
(0.8%) and Gardoprim (1.6 ml/
L). This should take them
through the spring-summer
growth period free of weed
compctition.

Blackberry patches and the odd
wild briar were treated with
Grazon (6 mUL} plus pulse.
Given that we have a few
Phormium tenax lans lell over
at Akura, [ also sprayed for
blanking in anticipation of 4
heavily reduced price.
Approximalely 140 plants will
fill ali the paps as well as one or
two cxtra spots. If T can
negotiate a geod outcome with
Peter Cameron [ will plant these
in a couple of weeks,

Don Beil

what I think is naniral vegetation germinasns

above the high-tide mark. If nature isiond. T ek thesc sves will
lock pretty good n 3 year oF two

Don Beil

Forest & Bird Conservation meetings

Forest & Bird has been busy promoting better conservation of
New Zealand's precious freshwater habitats and wetlands in recent
weaks. At a meeling held in September ,General Manager Mike
Brtton. who represents Forest & Bird on the Government’s
Sustainahle Water Programme ol Aclion consultative group.
sdvocated for policies and actions that lead to greater protection
#or pative species and restore the natural character of degraded
Seshwater ecasystems.

Top of 5 South Ficld Officer Debs Martin presented Forest &
Bird's submsssion at consent hearings for TrustPower’s application
o build = Bvdro-electric power scheme on the Wairau River in
September in Nefson. She told the hearing that the scheme would
have significam adverse effects on the spectacular braided river
system, adiciming wetlznds, and native wildlife and plant species
that live there_ including the endangéred black-frontled fem,

And more than 190 people murned out for the official celebration on
14 Qctober 1o mark the Manawatu Estuary becoming a Wetland of
International Impartance under the Ramsar Convention, Speakers
included Banrack Station Manager Tony Sharley, Forest & Bird

Natipmal Presadens Dr Peter Maddison, Darren Hughes MP, Foxton
and Mayor Breadan Duily.

Dr Peter Maddison thanked Joan Leckie for her dedicuted effons
1o achecve the Esting and persuaded her to join him at the microphone
to receive 2 vote of thanks. Joan has played & principal role in
¢ fforts to achicve Ramsar status and is the chairwoman of both the
Manpawaty Estaary Trust and the Forest & Bird Horowhenua
Branch. Local MP Darren Hughes presented Joan with an official
certificate from the Ramsar Secretariat and later a stone sculprure
was unveiled on the csplanade overlooking the estuary 1o mark the
0CCasion.

For more information go 1o www.forestandbird.org.nz!
mediarelease/2006/0814  waivaupreciousresowrce.asp.




The Canada goose conundrum -

Letter to the editor

11 Qctober 2006
Dear Editor,

Your issue 129 includes two well-considered letters on Canada
Geese from Howard Egan and Mike Hucks, both of whom are
credible cormmentators an this issuc whose opinions I take seriousty.
I agree with most of what they both have to say, but each raises &
issue on which further comment from Fish & Game New Zealand
is appropriate.

Howard cansiders geese becoming out of control in the Wairarapa
over the past two or three years to be largely because of fack of
aciion by Wellington Fish & Game Council.

I dispute that geese became out of control in the Wairarapa, of
anywhere else. We have certainly had sustained public complaint
about geese from the farming community, but we have always
responded constructively to any specific complaint about & goose
problem. None of the couple of dozen farmers who have adviscd
us of 2 goose problem has been denicd assistance to deal with it.
Hunters now enjoyv an open season on geese in the Wairarapa that
is nearly eleven months long, so they are not being denicd vither.

| agres entircly that a mouit cull of geese is undesirable, wasting as
it docs both the hunting resource and the moncy. However, not
having 2 cull when the bird numbers are 100 high is equally
unacceptable to the farmers: The only sustainable answer lies in
hunters harvesting enough geese to keep the population within
{imits agreed with the farmers, without the need for additional
culls. I would happily receive vour readers’ views on how this
might best be achieved.

Mike considers that Fish & Game spends at least §5% ol ils
limited income on administration, and that waterfow! enhancement

funding is negligble. Our accounting system. like that of most
colerprises, does nos allocste costs to admimistration, but rather to
the work that produces the results that we are here to deliver
Administration becomes part of the overead cost apportioned to
the work we do_ This resnits in our work being charged at about 2.6
times the wazes cost of the saaff time involved. I suggest that this
comparss very favourably with the overhead costs charged by any
doctor. dennst. Iawyer. consultant or any other public or commercial
Bady. Mike would be correct to observe that 85% of Fish & Game’s
monsy ts spent on fixed costs, leaving only 15% of it available o
spend oz projects. But the organization that functions on the 85%
spends most of its time delivering genuine Fish & Gamce resulls,
rather than on administration.

With regard to habitat enhancement. surely the true measurc of
what is achieved is the amount of habitat enhanced, rather than the
amount of money thrown at it. Twelve years ago my Council used
to allocate $15.000 a vear to habital grants, and I am proud to
admit that we now allocale none. What we do instead is use our
staff capabilities to help people with good habitat projects to get
access to other sources of [unds, resulting in far more wetland
enhancement these days than we uscd to be able o achieve. and
without our licenccholders having to meet all the costs. So yes,
habitat grant funding is negligible, but if we are gelling more bangs
for fewer bucks surely that is 2 good thing?

1 appreciate 1oward’s and Mike's conlributions on these subjects.
and | welcome their healthy criticism of our cfforts.

Peter Hill

Manager

‘Wellington Region,

Fish & Game New Zealand

Bill Clinton-Baker remembered

Peter and Marilyn Forward of West Vancouver, British Columbia, sent this gracious letter to Ducks Unlimited
in August and Sandra Pipes has forwarded it for publication in Flight.

“Please accept this small donation in loving memory of William Clinton-Baker who passed away recently in Masterion,
New Zcaland, We enjoyed Bill's warm hospitality while we were visiting New Zealand in the mid- eighties and that
was how we learned of his keen inteerst in your organisation. At that time. ‘Bill" was saving an endangered species ol
ducklings by keeping them in a pen with one of his chicken hens. We then had the opportunity to see the little anes
transferred with great care to another home - and T belicve that was that of Jim Campbell. Hopefully, that project
cnded with babies growing to maturity and that the species lived on. 'We also had a very interesting visit to Mount
Rruce, which he also supported.

More recently, Bill and Jan came to Canada and whilc they were here they went to a friend’s home near Williams Lake,
BC. Together, they shared their support of Ducks Unlimited and there is still a strong effort to save the wetlands in
that area.

Our thanks (o Sandra Pipes for helping me find a way to send this to you. Best wishes to Ducks Unlimited for future

SUCLESS.

Sincerely, Peter and Marilyn Farward”

e



Annual Ducks Unlimited Raffle ' Thie Patlorice of Alan Wilks

Results | It has just been realised that this is the 40th issue of Flight
Howard Egan of Cartertan, who organised this very successful | that Afan Wilks has mailed out, This means that over the fast
rallle, announced that the raffle was duly drawn on 27 October at ten vears since April 1997 he has stuck nearly 24,000 address
Masterton Police station. A noteworthy thing is that Mrs Joyes labéls on envelopes and until recently every one had to be
Brovks of Greytown (see photo page 8) , alrcady astalwartinthe | permit-stamped and then contain your copy ol Flight and
raffle-ticket-selling arens, not only sold a record 73 books of tickets | somerimes a pamphlet. A sterling effore all for free, please
this year, but also sold the winning ticke! for the 23 inch Real Flat . keep up the gaod work Alan! Td

TV, and on lop of all this, Joyce sold three of the 10 prizewinning | =

tickets Was it a rifleman?

DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) Your editor, Gail and her husband Peter were recently bemused
Annual Fundraising Sth Barry Petherbridge. Te Puke then confused when a high-pilched squeaking noisc invaded their
Lottery ‘Ficket tumber 2845 Greytown garden, even to the extent that they turmed ofl the

Concert Programme playing at the time. thinking there had beena

6th H&C Prince, Upper Huut scratch in the CD. Then they inspecied the cnvirons in case

Ist prize Bill Creen,

Masterion Ticket number 2920 someone was pushing a squeaky wheelbarrow, This wenl on for
Ticker number 3332 7th James Nilsson. Albany two days. Finally a small wren-like bird was seen flitting about in
2nd Ann Pearson, Cambridge  Tickel number 2746 their nearby fig tree. Squeaking. A Tol.

. ? Coincidentally an articlc in the February 2006 Dawn Chorus
Ticket namber 2830 § § o ane Y 2 : 3 7
2 - s 5 St_h Jeff-Qirl il Mulereon magazine irom Tinlin Matangi described the bird which had been
3rd Mark Dirksen, Ticket number 1963 plaguing them... [t was surely a male rifleman bird, and as Mark
Devonport 9th Evan Braoks, Carterton Hauber of the University of Auckland reports in Dawn Chorus:
Ticket number 1692 Ticket pumber 1305 “If you see, but do not hear a rifleman up closc. chances are vou

4th [.. Hicks, Carlerton

Ttk Ann Pearson. Cambridge

spent too much time at rock concerts in your youth and have lost
the ability to hear high frequency calls™. Any lerers or comments

Ticket number 3633

Ticket number 3320 would he welcome,
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