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World Wetlands Day 2 February 2003
This will be the fourth time the day has been marked in New
Zealand. Last year 28 events and activities were held around
the country. This has grown from our rst World Wetlands Day
in 2000 when there were 15 events.

The Day marks the signing of the international RAMSAR
Wetlands Convention in the city of Ramsar. Iran. in 1972.

This year an of cial event will be held in Whangarei on Sunday
2 February. when the Minister for Conservation. the Hon. Chris
Carter. will of cially open the Flaxmill Wetlands.

World Wetlands Day celebrations in New Zealand are led by
Fish and Game New Zealand which works with the National
Wetlands Trust. Forest and Bird. DOClwi. Ducks L'nlimited
and other interested bodies in hosting activ ities like wetlands
tours. tree ‘plantathons‘ and talks to mark World Wetlands

wetland care
NEW ZEALAND

Wetland Care New Zealand‘s mission is ‘To harness community,
business and government resources to restore and develop lost
wetland areas within New Zealand.‘

National ‘lrtia‘t

The QE II National Trust celebrated 25 years oflandscape restora-
tion and protection in November 2002. British ecologist Professor
David Bellamy made a swift tour of covenanted properties and
spoke at the trust’s Jubilee dinner in Wellington. As he said in a
National Radio interview with Kim Hill. the govemment that first
approved the trust‘s establishment and aims was far-sighted and
courageous. New Zealand is still the only country in the world to
oe working in partnership with private landowners at this level of
commitment.
Ope space covenants can be placed over private land to provide

I protection in perpetuity.
"us: supports Covenanters by regularly inspecting protected

pd ottering management advice and assistance
t E Trust owns Tupare and Hollard Gardens in Taranaki.

open to the public and a number of properties with
Zia-2s. :ncluding Taupo Swampjust north ofWellington on

as s: 5.7.;- _' f2. :he trust has 4200 members. 1620 registered
’ * ' *s totalling 56.600 hectares. and 128 new

for potential registration.

Day.
'Until the 1980s. the Government was still giving farmers
subsidies for ‘sw amp‘ drainage. say s Fish and Game
spokesperson Graham Ford. 'There w as little ifany recognition
by of cialdom that swamps. drainage ditches etc are in fact
very important freshwater ecosy stems.‘ It is a continued battle
to try and create awareness among New Zealanders. he says.
that over 90% of this precious ecological resource has been
sacri ced solely to the needs ofthe agricultural sector.

‘Our wetlands are in a state of crisis.‘ Graham Ford says. ‘we
must act immediately to save what is left and raise awareness
among the public. media and politicians. World Wetlands Day
is one of the few times when we can focus some attention on
this problem.”

Funding
Funding for projects comes mainly from the Waterfowl and
Wetlands Trust which was established 12 years ago and has
up. erwritten wetland development projects to a signi cant level
E5;. resources have come through fundraising and corporate
poisorships like that from Banrock Station Wines. Wetland Care
e: Zealand actively seeks funding from private and public sources
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Partnerships
Central to \\e:Zar.d Care New Zealand's mission is forming
partnerships w: t‘n people and organisations with similar aims.
Alliances are bentng st ;b';:s'ned with conservation groups like DOC.
NZ Fish and Game Fores . :nd Bird and regional councils.

For further information ples
William Abel- Director \\eta1

i» (ll!

aland (04) 478 4335

The Poem

Ozymandias
I met a traveller from an antique land
Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert... Near them. on the sand.
Half sunk. a shattered visage lies. whose frown.
And wrinkled lip. and sneer ofcold command
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive. stamped on these lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them. and the heart that fed:
And on the pedestal these words appear:
‘My name is Ozymandias. king ofkings.
Look on my works. ye Mighty. and despair! ‘
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
ofthat colossal wreck. boundless and bare.
The lone and level sands stretch far away.

— Percy Bysshe Shelley 1792-1822

Do you want to give permanent protection to a natural feature on
your land. but want to retain ownership. manage it yourself. and
have control over public access? An open space covenant might be
the answer. Call freephone 0508 732 878



INSIGHT
Neil Candy

President

Early November I was wandering around thefarm digging thistles which caused
me to mutter ungraciousb‘ about thefolly ofourforebears in bringing in these
and all other 'weeds'. For those ofyou that haven't had the pleasure of this
pastime, you don 't need a lot offorward planning or intellectual skills. but it is
a great way to get rid ofanyfrustrations and a chance to think about all sorts of
things. As I decapitated another ‘scotchie' I wondered what the countryside
would look like if New Zealand had 15 or even 20% of our original wetlands
and habitat, and how we as an organisation go about achieving that gure. l
haven 't come up with any instant recipefor achieving this other than to urge all
members at every opportunity to push the DU message to anyone who will stand
still long enough to listen. I guess I will have to keep digging.
Recently we heard that whio had been added to the Red List as an endangered
species. As we already knew that the wild population was declining rapidly,
this came as no surprise. Placing the remaining birds on a list is all very well,
but without a significant monetary injection from the government, thefuture of
whio is debatable. It will be interesting to see whatfuture plans they arrive at
and how much money is allocated to whio, a bird that until now hasn ’t reached
the icon status of the kiwi. DU will need to keep pressure on the government and
its agency the Department of Conservation to make sure whio get their fair
share ofthe pie.
1 hope that all members have enjoyed a safe and restful holiday season and are
readyfor the challenge of getting New Zealand wetlands to that 20% figure.
Wouldn 't that be magical!
Regards, Neil
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OUR MISSION
We are a voluntary membership-based society dedicated to the
conservation ofNew Zealand wetlands through:

— wetland restoration and development;

Patron

- conservation programmesfor threatened waterfowl: President
- advocacy and education ofwetland values. .\'eil Candy.

By these means we seek to ensure the ethical and sustainable use of _
H etland resources by all existing and ame users. Chairman

‘ Crai g Worth.

C ’ er photograph: Henley Lake. Masterton. Vice-president
F : is published by: Ross Conle.
D 5 L'nlimited New Zealand Inc. Treasurer
iSS.\ '.'."3-2"6
3’ ‘3 3.“. 3‘95. Newmarket. Auckland. New Zealand. Graham Gurr

Directors
William Abel.
Ossie Latham.

Alan Wilks.
Jim Law.
David Wilks.
Steve Rice.

Grammar.

Ladylsaac.QS.\1.

Palmerston North

David Smith. LLB.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Christchurch

ash (06) 376-4448

Hamilton aih (O7) 854 0494
(07) 846 8719

Masterton (06) 378 7408

Auckland (09) 489 5337

Wellington (04) 586 2752
Auckland (09) 483 7401
Auckland (09) 298 4719
Greytown (06) 304 9729
Pirinoa (06) 307 7855
Wellington (04) 476 2242
Auckland (09) 528 4560

a



0”“ People

Andrew Mitchell
Born an Palmerston .\ot and educated at Huntly Preparatory
and Wanganu: Collegiate. Andrew now livesjust out of Masterton
with his w ife Rachael and their family oftwo chocolate labradors.
A member for about 10 years. Andrew has been involved in the
computer software industry for 16 years. the last four working for
an American rm.

His interests include farming deer on their 1 OOha property. shing
and clay target shooting. in which he was a NZ representative for
\ e years.

He has given voluntary assistance with planting. predator control
and fencing to various wetland habitat developments in the
Rangitikei and \\'airarapa.

The Mitchells created this
wetland on their Wairarapa
deer farm in March last year,
using Gary Thomson’s digger
and ‘dozer with assistance from
Jim Campbell and William Abel.
They converted a swampy area
fed by a creek and springs,
which was very silty and
wallowed out by deer, and was
of little use to stock or waterfowl.
They built a shallow pond (the
deepest part is just under 1m)
0" about .75ha with three
s ands. fenced with 1.8m
er ng on three sides and

: 5"t with flaxes and some
cw growing willows. More

”I ng was done last winter.

mallards. and they
: edator control

:2: -mme .s "g Fenn traps.

.. *.:>;.‘,'.:ri.:' fulcxpring.
)I; /.'u' gift/)1 ”ll/(S.

Gary Croad
Born in Pahiatua and raised at Ballance and in the Otaki-Te Horo
area. Gary is a long-time member. havingjoined in 1975just a year
after DL‘ started.

He was educated at the Feilding Agricultural High School and
entered dairyfamiing. buying his own farm near Levin in 1969.
where he created two large farm ponds and also established wetland
habitat.

Gary and his wife Nancy have three daughters and two
grandchildren.

After giving up dairyfarming in 1986 Gary worked as a fami real
estate salesman for six years before becoming a motelier in
Queenstown.

His interests are hunting. shing. scuba diving. skiing and working
as a Southern Lakes trout shing guide. He has been a wildlife and
sheries ranger since 1970 and served on the executive of the

Wellington Acclimatisation Society for 17 years.

It was great that Gary made the effort to travel all the way from
Queenstown to attend the Annual Conference in Hamilton last
year.



DU News

DU 24min
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A slow start for blue duck with only four
ducklings so far this season. one at Peacock
Springs and two hatched at Jim Campbell's
which are now with Melvin Pike and
Staglands.

We have quite a few pairs sitting at the
moment and hope to get a few more. as we
want to release them on to Egmont National
Park again.

Blue duck are now on the Endangered List
[see Ecofile item. page 10] and according to
reports from the Recovery Group Meeting
are on the way out at a great rate of knots.

We need support from as many members
as possible to put pressure on the
Govemment to do something about it. I
can see that if funding for blue duck is not
forthcoming. the chance of seeing them in
the wild in future will be very remote.

Blue duck can‘t be put on an island to be
saved like other bird species. They need
our HELP!

- Peter Russell

Pate ke
Wild birds appear to be having an average
to good breeding season at Okiwi. Great
Barrier and \Iimiwhangata. Nonhland.

Emma .\eilr
tairE} d7} an

breeders or.
however con .
\Iunro and Langdc
season.
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The Warrenheip release .
good news. with one female bird four. ' ' = '
outside the release site and two cite?
females established outside the rele aes szte
All the others have paired up and beconte
secretive. There were no surplus drakes for
the three that found their way ‘over the
fence'. There is no sign of ducklings yet.
Some transmitters are beginning to fail so
tracking will now be more difficult.

Tiri Tiri Matangi reports mixed results. This
release has been plagued with faulty
transmitters. Four birds have been found
dead. killed by harrier hawks. it appears.

Gretel
Waikato Chapter received a S3000 grant from the WEL Energy Trust for Project
Gretel. The Chapter immediately went into action with volunteers making up the
nest boxes and buying 100 x 4.2m H5 tanalised posts.

- Jack Worth

The Hell-earned cuppa. LtoR Malcom Dene/1, Mm lai Dene/1 Clare Won/i. Jack
W0: {11, Noel Singer. Photo: Ray Haywm’.

Two drakes from the recent release have
paired up with resident females and one of
the new release females may hax e paired
up with a resident male Two pairs lime
gnaw-inane -

J".O‘Connor.
ologist Ray

;nd 1 met with John
'ere i\\ est Auckland)

; .o emluate the Makatu
"uture release site. This

assessment :mtmues.

Planninv tor the laarge--scale release at South
Okarito. \\estland. in late February 200.»
is well in hand. The timing depends on stoat

numbers and pe ‘
mas: \ear vi
FTSCC‘JOT

' e Rescuer} Group Meeting minutes
e beenp ublished and critiqued by Neil

ohas provided valuable comment
;nd intormation to Shaun O Connor and
myselfon various issues.

All the above documents are available on
request.

- Ossie Lat/1am

Contact Ossie by phone 09 415 7583 (a/h)
or email to carpeteourt xtra.co.nz
























